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The Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) and the Singapore 
Exchange (SGX) presented a wide 
range of infrastructure investment 
opportunities in India at their jointly-
organised India Infrastructure Forum 
in Singapore on 18th June 2013.

The forum was addressed by 
Singapore’s Trade and Industry 
Minister, Lim Hng Kiang, and India’s 
Urban Development and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister, Kamal Nath. Mr Kamal 
Nath, in his address, said “With an 
investment opportunity of around US$1 
trillion between 2012 and 2017, it is an 
exciting time for infrastructure investors 
and developers from across the globe 
to come over, grab the opportunity 

Mr Kamal Nath, Minister for Urban Development participates in 
the CII-SGX “India Infrastructure Forum” at Singapore
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and be a partner in building a modern 
India.” He then proceeded to highlight 
the investment opportunities in various 
sectors such as roads and highways, 
ports, aviation, telecom and urban 
infrastructure like transport, housing, 
waste management etc.

Mr Lim spoke about Singapore’s 
growing role in helping to match the 
infrastructure investment opportunities 
in emerging markets like India with 
strong corporate and investor interest 
in such opportunities. Mr Lim remarked 
“As India’s largest trade and investment 
partner in ASEAN, Singapore is an ideal 
business hub and natural partner for 
Indian companies looking to raise capital 
and connect with global investors.” 

Mr Lim also highlighted several key 
advantages Singapore offers when it 
comes to raising capital for infrastructure 
projects in emerging markets, including 
a well-developed ecosystem comprising 
key players such as financial institutions, 
multilateral development institutions and 
infrastructure engineering specialists, as 
well as a robust framework to support the 
infrastructure financing activities of all 
these players. He also said that India will 
have to diversify infrastructure spending 
to the capital markets and also take 

advantage of the growth of infrastructure 
as an asset class.

Dr TCA Raghavan, High Commissioner 
of India to Singapore, in his introductory 
remarks, made a mention of the 
tremendous growth in trade and 
investment as well as people-to-people 
linkages between India and Singapore.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General 
of CII, remarked “India’s economy 
is gearing up for second generation 
reforms in the infrastructure sector aimed 
at providing stimulus to public private 
partnership and also strengthening the 
eco-system for financial institutions and 
capital markets to play a more proactive 
role in financing India’s infrastructure 
needs.” 

Earlier, welcoming the participants, 

Magnus Bocker, CEO of SGX, said 
“India, one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world, offers a wide 
range of opportunities in infrastructure 
and many other sectors. Many Indian 
companies come to SGX, the Asian 
Gateway, to raise capital within a trusted 
environment to grow their business. We 
look forward to serving more companies 
from India as they expand and tap the 
region’s deep liquidity pool.”

The Forum was attended by more than 
150 participants, including investors 
and capital markets professionals, 
and featured presentations by senior 
management of Indian infrastructure 
companies like Adani, IL&FS, L&T 
Infrastructure, Bharti, Ramky and ICICI 
Bank, specializing in areas such as 
toll roads, ports, telecommunications 
infrastructure, renewable energy, waste 
management and financing.
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Singapore and India are working on 
a regional comprehensive economic 
partnership covering the 10-member 
ASEAN plus six major Asian markets - 
Japan, South Korea, China, Australia, 
Singapore and India.

Elaborating on the India-Singapore 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
Agreement (CECA), Singapore’s 
Trade and Industry Minister Lim Hng 
Kiang said Singapore would want to 
play a pacesetter role in India-ASEAN 
relationships and give India a concrete 
platform for its ‘Look East’ policy. 
 
Commenting on CECA, India’s Urban 
Development and Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Mr Kamal Nath said the bilateral 
trade pact was set for further expansion. 
“Obviously there is huge potential and 
still much of it has to be unleashed. In the 
next couple of years we will be able to 
unleash more of what is already there,” 
he said after addressing the forum.

Today, India is ASEAN’s sixth largest 
trading partner. “I think there is 
tremendous potential for us to leverage 
the partnership between India and 
ASEAN. And Singapore can set the pace 
in that regional partnership,” said Lim.

Bilateral trade has grown to USD 21.36 
billion in 2012-2013 from USD 8.78 billion 
in 2005-06 between India and ASEAN. 

IndIa Is asEan’s sIxth 
largEst tradIng partnEr

singapore and India 
work on asian Fair 
trade agreement

sMU launches Educational 
programmes in India

tIEs Up wIth prEMIEr InstItUtIons In IndIa

In a sign of deepening ties between 
India and Singapore in the education 
sector, Singapore Management 
University (SMU) is ready to launch 
a number of higher educational 
programmes in India this month 
onwards, SMU’s deputy president 
for academic affairs, Mr. Rajendran 
K Srivastava said. It has already 
signed six MoUs (Memorandum of 
Understanding) with the Indian Institute 
of Management (IIM), Bangalore; 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), 
Kanpur; Indian Institute of Foreign 
Trade (IIFT), New Delhi; Bombay Stock 
Exchange Institute, Mumbai; Birla 
Institute of Management Technology 
(BIMTECH), Noida; and Indian Institute 
of Management (IIM), Rohtak. SMU 
is also about to sign a MoU with the 
Indian Institute of Management (IIM) - 
Lucknow to begin work on an executive 
education programme.

A team from SMU will be working with 

IIT Kanpur from the end of July to 
co-design a masters’ programme in 
innovations. SMU is also conducting 
a programme with the Bombay Stock 
Exchange Institute on financial strategy 
for small and medium enterprises and 
also a programme for Certification in 
Wealth Management in IIM Bangalore. 
Both these will be held in September 
this year.

Explaining their interest in India, Mr. 
Srivastava said, “We are finding people 
that we can work with on similar skills 
that we have and develop executive 
programmes”, also adding that “we 
want to link up and work with Indian 
universities as they provide us a landing 
spot to do research work in India”. 

Mr. Srivastava said that SMU’s links 
with Indian universities are part of its 
strategy to develop a deeper network 
with Asia, including India, China and 
South East Asia.
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IIT Alumnus Ravi Kumar 
Appointed Dean of Nanyang 
Business School

Ravi Kumar, an alumnus of the Indian Institute of Technology 
– Madras, has been appointed the dean of the Nanyang 
Business School, at the Nanyang Technological University.  
The Nanyang Technological University has described Ravi 
Kumar as “an academic heavyweight with a good blend of 
east-west experience”.

Mr. Kumar previously served as the Vice Dean for 
International Programmes and as Vice Dean for Graduate 
Programs at the Marshall Business School in the University 
of South California (USC). He also served as Dean of the 
College of Business at the Korea Advanced Institute of 
Science and Technology while taking a two-year leave of 
absence from the USC, a stint that saw the Korean college 
break into the top 100 of the Financial Times global MBA 
rankings.

Mr. Kumar completed his degree in Mechanical Engineering 
at IIT- Madras in 1974 went on to obtain a Masters degree 
at the University of Texas and a Doctorate in Philosophy 
from the Industrial Engineering and Management Sciences 
Department at Northwestern University. He has extensive 
consulting experience and also serves on the boards of 
several corporations including the Korea Exchange Bank. 

“My predecessors have laid a strong foundation and I plan to 
build on these strengths and bring NBS to greater heights,” 
he said, when commenting on his appointment.

ASEAN-India Centre 
Inaugrated in New Delhi
Six months after a proposal for creation of an ASEAN-India 
Centre (AIC) was incorporated in the Vision Statement of 
the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit on December 
20, 2012, the new centre has been established in New 
Delhi. Creation of such a centre was also one of the 
recommendations of the ASEAN-India Eminent Persons 
Group in 2012, as a means to further strengthen the ASEAN-
India Strategic Partnership.

The AIC will work to strengthen India’s cooperation with 
ASEAN in its realisation of the ASEAN Community by 2015 
comprising the three pillars of ASEAN Political Security 
Community, ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural Community. It is being set up by the Research 
and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), 
India. 

Addressing the inauguration ceremony of the centre on June 
21 2013, External Affairs Minister Mr. Salman Khurshid said 
the the action was an indication of India’s commitment to 
building greater and closer connectivity with the 10 ASEAN 
nations.

The AIC should help the partnership begin putting in place 
policies and facilitators to drive economic activity on identified 
geographic corridors so that by the time the network of 
roads, maritime and air links are strengthened, the dimension 
of their economic viability will also have been addressed, Mr. 
Khurshid said at the inauguration.

He further said that last December’s Commemorative 
Summit, the ASEAN-India Car Rally and the visit of the INS 
Sudarshini to ASEAN ports last year, were all examples of 
the “tremendous energy, bonding and family feeling” between 
India and the ASEAN.
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US Secretary of State John 
Kerry visits India

United States Secretary of State, Mr John Kerry, visited India 
from June 23rd – June 25th, 2013. 

During his visit, Mr Kerry co-chaired the Fourth India-US 
Strategic Dialogue with Mr. Salman Khurshid, Minister for 
External Affairs. Cooperation in four key areas were covered 
as part of this dialogue – space, health, international security 
and economic collaboration. 

While addressing the media during Mr Kerry’s visit, Mr 
Khurshid noted that there was a marked strengthening of 
relationship between the two countries. High level visits have 
been increasing between the countries and the range of 
topics coming under dialogue were also increasing. He also 
noted trilateral dialogues that have begun with Japan and 
Afghanistan. 

In turn, Mr Kerry said, “we reaffirmed that the United States 
and India share a very specific and similar vision for peace, 
democracy and stability in Asia and in the Indian and Pacific 
Oceans. We welcome the strong leadership that India plays 
today both in the region and on the global stage. And there 
is more that we can do together.” He spoke of India’s role 
in supporting a more stable Afghanistan, the progress that 
the economic collaboration between the two countries had 
made and what more can be done to break down trade and 
economic barriers. 

Mr Kerry went on to note that he hoped his visit was laying 
a strong foundation for a visit by the Vice-President of the 
United States, Mr Joe Biden, while also maintaining a high 
level of dialogue, which he believed that the India – United 
States relationship deserved. 

External Affairs Minister 
Salman Khurshid visits Iraq
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Salman Khurshid paid an 
official visit to Baghdad from June 19-20, 2013 at the 
invitation of the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Iraq, Mr. 
Hoshiyar Zebari. Mr. Khurshid and his Iraqi counterpart have 
expressed a desire to take bilateral ties between the two 
countries to a new level, for the mutual benefit of the citizens 
of both countries. The importance of this visit can be gauged 
by the fact that no Indian foreign minister has visited Iraq 
since Mr. I K Gujral in 1990. 

This is the first high-level official visit from India to Iraq since 
2003. During this visit, the External Affairs Minister held 
discussions with Mr. Hoshyar Zebari on bilateral, regional 
and international issues of mutual interest. Mr. Khurshid also 
called on the leadership of Iraq, including Prime Minister Mr. 
Nouri al-Maliki, Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Hussain Ibrahim 
Saleh al-Shahristani and Parliament Speaker Mr. Osama al-
Nujaifi among others.

During his visit, Mr. Khurshid said that India “does not just 
want to be in a relationship of trade and business with Iraq, 
we want to be partners and we will look at all possibilities in 
every field to work together as partners”.

India and Iraq enjoy time-tested, warm and friendly ties 
underpinned by close people-to-people contact and growing 
cooperation in different fields including hydrocarbons, water 
resources, education, healthcare and project exports among 
others. Iraq has now emerged as India’s second largest 
crude oil supplier. Mr. Khurshid expressed that India remains 
committed to support the ongoing post-war reconstruction 
and development efforts in Iraq.

During his visit, Mr. Khurshid extended an invitation to Mr. 
al-Maliki to visit India, as a next step in strengthening the 
relationships between the two countries. 
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As India celebrates their triumph in the 
Champions Trophy in June 2013 over 
England in a closely fought game, we 
celebrate another landmark in the cricket 
world - the 30th anniversary of India’s 
iconic World Cup win in 1983. 

When India entered the 1983 tournament 
in England, they were the underdogs. 
Strong contenders for the title that year 
were the unmatched West Indies team 
led by the formidable Clive Lloyd, whose 
team included the legendary cricketers 
Viv Richards, Desmond Haynes, Malcolm 
Marshall, Michael Holding and Gordon 
Greenidge. West Indies had entered the 
finals having defeated the Pakistani team 
and the Indians entered after besting the 
English in their semi-final match.

Such was the atmosphere at the June 
1983 final game, that the West Indian 
spectators at the ground believed that 
victory was already theirs, even before 
the game started! However, underdogs 
India, starting with the captain Kapil 
Dev ably supported by Sunil Gavaskar, 
Mohinder Amarnath, K Srikkanth and 
Ravi Shastri led quite an unexpected 
attack on the West Indians, stunning 
them and coasting to a 43-run victory. 

India’s 1983 win brought in a cricket 
fever in the country that never quite died 
down, despite our decades-long search 
for another World Cup win that finally 
ended with our victory in 2011. This 
year’s Champions Trophy is icing on the 
anniversary cake!

‘83 wIn MarkEd thE start oF 
crIckEt FEvEr In IndIa

remembering the 
1983 world cup

Business leaders and executives 
from eastern India have embarked 
on an 11-day mission to Africa from 
June 24, 2013 to explore investment 
opportunities in the continent.

The 17-member CII eastern region 
delegation will travel to South Africa, 
Zambia and Kenya, not only to 
explore investment opportunities for 
Indian firms, but also showcase the 
inherent strength and potential of 
the five eastern India states - West 
Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand and 
Chhattisgarh - and attract investments 
from South Africa, Zambia and Kenya.

The sectors in focus include 
Manufacturing, Mining, Healthcare, ICT 
and Tourism, said CII East chairman 
Sudhir Deoras. “The objective of the 
mission is also to explore business 
opportunities on a substantial basis 
and build a strong framework for B2B 
meetings. Africa is being hailed as a 
continent of opportunities. Among the 
big Indian companies doing business 
in Africa are the Tatas, Ranbaxy, 
Bharti Airtel, etc., in sectors such as 
automobile, engineering, IT, telecom 
and pharmaceuticals. Moreover, India is 
now Africa’s fourth largest trade partner 
after EU, China and US,” said Deoras, 
who is also the managing director of 
TRF Ltd, a Tata group company.

CII East Regional Director Saugat 
Mukherjee said that the delegation 
will begin its mission in South Africa 
with an interactive session with the 
Indian High Commissioner there. 
In Zambia and Kenya, the Mission 
members will meet and interact with 
cabinet-rank secretaries, Indian 
High Commissioners, chambers of 
commerce officials, representatives 
from financial institutions and legal 
firms to seek clarity on legal framework 
and tax policies in both countries.

With a population of over a billion 
people, a young workforce, vast arable 
land and natural resources, and a 
GDP growth of over 5%, Africa is quite 
attractive for Indian businesses, both in 
terms of trade and investment.

Bilateral trade between India and Africa 
has increased exponentially in the past 
20 years, growing almost three-fold in 
the past five years alone, from US$20 
billion in 2006-07 to $55 billion in 2011-
12.

This creates a perfect setting for Indian 
businesses to engage more deeply 
with Africa and will go a long way in 
ensuring that the Indo-African bilateral 
trade reaches the projected volume of 
US$90 billion by 2015.

cII East delegation visits 
africa

wIll showcasE potEntIal oF EastErn IndIan statEs
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On 21st of May, 2013, Arunima Sinha, 
with the help of her artificial prosthetic 
leg, reached the summit of Mount 
Everest. No mean feat even for the 
average person, Ms. Sinha’s effort 
required iron resilience and mental 
strength as she made it to the top. It took 
her a total of 52 days to reach the top of 
the 29,000-foot mountain.

Ms. Sinha was a national level volleyball 
and football player, who came into the 
limelight two years ago on account of a 
tragic incident. While resisting a robbery 
on a moving train, she was pushed off 
and lost one of her legs in the accident. 

As she recovered, Ms. Sinha decided to 
challenge herself and inspire others who 
have been through similar ordeals. She 
picked mountain climbing and contacted 
Bachendri Pal, who in 1984 became 
the first Indian woman to climb Mount 
Everest. Thus began a year of arduous 
training to prepare for her climb. 

In the words of Ms. Sinha, “I decided to 
challenge myself with the toughest sport. 
And I chased my dream with passion.”

Now back in India, Ms Sinha is finalizing 
plans to open a sports academy for 
physically challenged children in the 
northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. 

UsEs prosthEtIc lIMb to 
accoMplIsh FEat In 52 days

Indian is first amputee 
to scale Mount 
Everest

India-russia business dialogue

IndIa and rUssIa havE a stratEgIc targEt oF IncrEasIng 
tradE FroM $11 bIllIon cUrrEntly to $20 bIllIon by 2015

The fourth India-Russia Business 
Dialogue was held within the framework 
of the St Petersburg International 
Economic Forum (SPIEF 2013) on 
June 21.The dialogue was co-chaired 
by Anand Sharma, India’s Minister 
of Commerce & Industry and Denis 
Manturov, Russia’s Minister of Industry 
& Trade and attended by many 
prominent Indian as well as Russian 
companies. 

The St. Petersburg Economic Forum 
also provided an opportunity for the first 
ministerial-level meeting to discuss a 
comprehensive economic cooperation 
agreement (CECA) between India and 
the Customs Union, which comprises of 
Russia, Kazakhstan and Belarus.

A presentation was made on the Delhi 
Mumbai Industrial Corridor during the 
sessions, highlighting the opportunities 
available for Russian companies in 
the infrastructure sector. Russian 
companies were encouraged to avail 
of the vast opportunities available 
in infrastructure as well as in other 
identified areas. 

Mr. Sharma in his address said 
there was significant potential 
for cooperation in areas such as 
infrastructure development, aviation, 

power generation, energy, information 
technology, bio and nano technologies, 
fertilizer, pharmaceuticals and 
chemicals. “I can foresee a manifold 
jump in investments of Russian and 
Indian companies in each other’s 
economies, given the measures we’ve 
taken and the kind of intensification of 
our cooperation in recent years”, he 
said.

A 25-member CEOs’ delegation led by 
Kris Gopalakrishnan, President CII and 
Vice Executive Chairman of Infosys Ltd, 
accompanied Sharma for the forum. 
The CII delegation was represented by 
companies such as Infosys, Welspun, 
Dr Reddys, Ranbaxy, Mahindra & 
Mahindra, ICICI Bank, HAL and Tata 
Motors. This was the fourth year that 
the CII participated in the India Russia 
Business Dialogue.

Mr. Sharma also participated in a panel 
discussion, during SPIEF 2013, the 
“BRICS Partnership - The Potential and 
Limitations in Global Stewardship”. Mr. 
Sharma addressed the CEOs Council 
as well and reiterated the commercial 
potential available in India and Russia.

India and Russia have a strategic target 
of increasing annual trade from $11 
billion in 2012 to $20 billion by 2015.
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Corbett National Park

The story of the man behind Corbett 
National Park, in Nainital, Uttarakhand, 
is synonymous with the story of wildlife 
protection. Jim Corbett started off as 
a hunter for pleasure, turned into a 
life-saving specialist hunter of man-
eating tigers, and finally, a die-hard 
conservationist, a videographer and a 
still photographer. It’s only fitting that the 
oldest national park of the country was 
named for him.

The park is situated in the Nainital area 
of the state of Uttarakhand. It is a special 
protected area for the endangered 
Bengal tigers. The park is a protected 
area covered by the World Wildlife Fund, 
which aims to protect the tigers, the 
Asian elephant and the great one-horned 
rhinoceros.  

Besides tigers, Corbett is a safe haven 
for 50 mammals, 580 kinds of birds and 
25 reptile species. It is a playground for 
the tiger, Asian elephants, the Himalayan 
black bear, the sloth bear, smaller 
felines, wild dog and colourful birds.

Around the first week of May is  perhaps 

one of the best times for spotting 
wildlife in a park. After entering through 
Dhangari and driving down to Dhikala 
from there – you are likely to spot 
dancing peacocks, sambar deer and 
herds of wild elephants on your way. The 
forest range in the area is called ‘Gairal’ 
and at Crocodile point, you’ll get views of 
the crocodiles and gharials that inhabit 
the area. 

Panna National Park

Spread over 542 square kilometres in 
the Vindhya range, the Panna National 
Park was carved out of the hunting 
reserves of the erstwhile pricely states 
of Panna, Chhattarpur and Bijawar. 

Predominantly an open forest, it is 
situated at the junction of the Gangetic 
Plains and the Deccan peninsula, in the 
state of Madhya Pradesh. The Panna 
hills provide the catchment area for the 
Ken river, the lifeline of the park. The 
best months to visit the park are from 
mid-October to end-June.

Among the animals found here at the 
park are the tiger, chital, chinkara, 
sambhar and sloth bear. The park is also 
home to more than 200 species of birds 
including the Bar-headed Goose, Honey 
Buzzard, King Vulture and Blossom-
headed Parakeet. To maintain and breed 
tigers a the park over time, tigers have 
been relocated from the Bandhavgarh 
National Park and Kanha National Park. 
They’ve in turn bred and have added to 
the tiger population in the park. 

Ranthambore National Park

Located in the Sawai Madhopur 
district of Rajasthan, the Ranthambore 
National Park is home to the tiger, bear, 
nilgai, chital, crocodiles, civet cats and 
leopards, and over 350 species of birds, 
and is known for its amazing lakes, the 
Ranthambore Fort and ruins of the Raj 

Jungle Escapades
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Bagh Palace. The best months to visit 
the park are October and April. 

Since tigerspotting is the name of 
the game, most visitors take every 
opportunity to visit the park for a glimpse 
of the king of the jungle at home. This 
means waking up at the crack of dawn 
and setting off to the jungle. A sighting, 
however, can never be guaranteed. 

Ranthambhore was established as the 
Sawai Madhopur Game Sanctuary in 
1955 by the Government of India, and 
was declared one of the Project Tiger 
reserves in 1973. Ranthambore became 
a national park in 1980. Ranthambore 
wildlife sanctuary is known for its tigers 
and is one of the best places in India 
to see these majestic predators in the 
jungle.

Ranthambore is also the site of one of 
the largest banyan trees in India.

Pench National Park

For anyone who has ever read the 
Jungle Book, a trip to the Pench National 
Park located on the southern boundary 
of Madhya Pradesh, is not only a visit to 
a fabulous forest, but also a trip down 
memory lane. But much before Rudyard 
Kipling, Pench was recognized for its 
natural beauty by Abul-Fazi, a minister of 
Emperor Akbar, in his book Ain-i-Akbari, 
accounting the details of the Mughal 
King’s administration. 

The reserve covers 758 square 

kilometers, of which 229 square 
kilometers is the core area and off 
limits to visitors to the park therefore 
providing more protection to the wildlife. 
This however still leaves a massive 464 
square kilometers for visitors to roam 
and spot the wildlife on offer.

The tiger is the obvious star of Pench, 
but bear and Indian wild dog, or dhole, 
are also high on the list of any keen 
wildlife enthusiast.  Other wild animals 
found are leopard, sloth bear, wild dog, 
porcupine, jungle cat, fox, striped hyena, 
gaur, chowsingha and barking deer. 

White water rafting is also a popular 
activity within the park.
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The annual Jagannath Rathyatra or 
the Chariot Festival in Puri, Odisha is 
around the corner. It is an occasion 
for which believers from across the 
world congregate in Puri for a glimpse 
of the journey of Lord Jagannath, Lord 
Balabhadra and their sister Subadhra, 
aloft three wooden chariots, from the 
Jagannath Temple to their aunt’s temple 
abode a little distance away. 

The three giant chariots rolling down 
the Bada Danda or Grand Avenue of 
Puri, pulled by a sea of people, amidst 
chants and cries of ‘Jai Jagannath’, is 
a spectacle one can’t forget. Rooftops 
around the temple and makeshift 
galleries now sell tickets for the best view 
of the Rathayatra around.

Tucked in the easten sea coast of India, 
Puri is best known for this 12th Century 
temple dedicated to the Lord Jagannath. 

Every year, on the day of Asadh Shukla 
Dwitiya (falling in June-July), the three 
idols ride to the Gundicha Temple, where 
they stay for the next seven days. The 
first to roll out is the biggest brother Lord 
Balabhadra, followed by Subadhra and 
finally Lord Jagannath, quite literally the 
star of the show. It is this grand spectacle 
that gives rise to the English word 
‘juggernaut’, meaning huge!

The first day of the festival is marked 
by numerous rites and rituals of which 
the most famous is the pahandi and the 
chhenrapahara. The pahandi consists of 
unfastening the idols from the pedestal, 
lifting them and carrying them all the way 
to the chariot. The idols are heavy and 
it is not easy to carry them through the 
surging crowd! 

After the idols are seated on the 
chariots, the ruler of Puri sweeps the 

chariot with a golden broom. Known 
as the chhenrapahara, it is a lesson 
in humility – everyone is equal before 
the Lord. Interestingly, while all rites 
and rituals observed daily in the temple 
are conducted by Brahmin priests, 
the rites and rituals associated with 
the Rathayatra are only conducted by 
a special group of attendants called 
daitapatis, descendents of the tribal king 
Biswabasu.

On the ninth day of the festival, the idols 
embark on their return journey to the 
main temple – a journey known as the 
Bahuda Yatra, and remain in the chariot 
for one more night. The sunabesh or 
adorning of the idols with gold ornaments 
is held on the tenth day. The next day, 
the idols return to the temple, probably 
as tired and happy as the pilgrims.

When Gods go on Holiday



11  indiA news July 2013  indiA news July 2013

The Gwalior Fort is often called 
the Gibraltar of India. From an 
immense height this imposing fort 
overlooks the city. The hill upon 
which the fort stands has been 
steepened to make it virtually 
non-scalable and is surrounded 
by high walls. The old town of 
Gwalior lies at the eastern base 
of the fortress.

When he rode through India, 
Emperor Babur reputedly 
described the Gwalior Fort as 
“the pearl in the necklace of the 
forts of Hind”.

It was under Man Singh Tomar 
(1486-1516) that many of the 

famous structures inside the fort 
were built. These include the 
Gujari Mahal and the Man Mandir 
Palace. The main monuments 
that still stand within the premises 
of the fort are - Man Mandir, Teli-
ka-Mandir, Sas-Bahu Temple, 
Badal Mahal, Alamgiri Gate, 
Ganesa Gate, Chaturbhuj Gate, 
rock-cut Jain Collosi and the 
Urwahi gate.

Overall, this fort’s architecture is 
made even more unique by the 
visible Chinese influence, such 
as the Chinese dragons that 
have been crafted at the hilt of 
the pillars. This influence was 
because of trade between China 

and India.

The fort is known to have 
changed hands many times. In 
fact, it is believed that the most 
famous and precious diamond 
in the world, the Koh-i-Noor, 
was also kept in this fort before 
it passed on to the possession 
of the Mughals after they briefly 
captured this fort.

The Gwalior Fort is also the place 
where the Queen of Jhansi, 
Lakshmibai, one of the greatest 
heroes of the Indian Rebellion of 
1857, died.

Gwalior Fort
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