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A Seminar on the “India Budget 
2013” was organized by the High 
Commission of India on 6th March 
2013 in association with Singapore 
Management University (SMU). 
The event was supported by the 
Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII), Singapore Indian Chambers 
of Commerce & Industry (SICCI), 
Singapore Business Federation 
(SBF) and the State Bank of India, 
Singapore. The venue for the event 
was the Mochtar Riady Auditorium at 
the SMU and a large audience of 300 
drawn from Financial Institutions, 
Corporates, Academia and the Press 
had gathered to participate in the 
event.

The event started with an overview of 
India Budget 2013 by Mr. P. K. Basu, 
MD & Regional Head of Research 
and Economics, Maybank Kim Eng 

Dr Raj Srivastava, Provost and Deputy President, SMU introduces the speakers

Seminar on India Budget 2013
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Audience interacts with Dr. Raghuram Rajan over direct video link

Securities. Mr. Indraneel Roy Choudhury, 
Partner, Price Water Corporation, India 
gave a presentation on tax proposals 
contained in part B of Finance Minister’s 
Budget speech. This was followed by a 
Question & Answer Session chaired by 
Dr Raj Srivastava, Provost and Deputy 
President, SMU.

The interactive session through direct 
video link with Dr Raghuram Rajan, Chief 
Economic Advisor, Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India began at  11:30 

sharp (local time). Dr Rajan briefed on 
the budget, highlighting the philosophy 
behind the budget, followed by a very 
engaging interaction over the course of 
an hour and half.

Dr Rajan stated that the broader point 
is India intends to be friendly to foreign 
investors and not change the rules of 
the game. He emphasized that the big 
thrust in this year’s budget is expanding 
access to financing for both private 
and public sectors. He also highlighted 

India’s plans to support the growth of 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs). 
The country’s SMEs have little incentive 
to grow, he said, pointing out that this 
sector in other countries has grown and 
created jobs.
“So what we are trying to do is to create 
some incentives for them to grow. One of 
the proposals in the budget is to continue 
allowing them (SMEs) to grow even three 
years after they have grown out of this 
category”. 

Mr. P. K. Basu, Maybank Mr. Indraneel Roy Choudhury, Price Water Corporation

Members of the audience address questions to panelists ... who respond with their insights



3  indiA news mArCh 2013  indiA news mArCh 2013

Two Indian Coast Guard ships, ICGS 
Samudra Paheredar and ICGS Durgabai 
Deshmukh, made a port call in Singapore 
from 05 – 07 March 13. The ships were 
berthed at the Police Coast Guard Brani 
Base in Singapore.

The ships’ officers were taken on a 
tour of various facilities in Singapore. 
They visited the Maritime Gallery at 
the Maritime Port Authority, the Police 
Coast Guard base as well as the Port 
Operations Control Centre. In addiiton, 
they were shown the ‘Boarding Search 
Trainer’, an advanced simulator that 
teaches seamen how to board vessels 
at sea. The Commanding Officers of 
both ships made courtesy calls on His 
Excellency the High Commissioner 
of India and the Commander of the 
Singapore Police Coast Guard.
 
As the visit of these ships coincided with 
the Annual Governing Council Meeting 
of ReCAAP (Regional Cooperation 
Agreement on Combating Piracy and 
Armed Robbery Against Ships in Asia), 
a reception was hosted onboard ICGS 
Samudra Paheredar on 06 March by 
Inspector General KR Nautiyal, Deputy 
Director General (Operations & Coastal 
Security), Indian Coast Guard. Members 
of ReCAAP Governing Council, their 
representatives and other dignitaries 
were invited.

Tour various mariTime 
faciliTies in singapore

visit of indian coast 
guards

Below are the highlights of the Indian 
Budget presented by Finance Minister, 
Mr. P. Chidambaram in Parliament:

The Economy
- India faces challenge of getting back 
to its potential growth rate of 8%; must 
embrace growth as highest goal
- Fiscal deficit seen at 4.8% of GDP
- Will need more than $75 billion this 
year and next year to fund current 
account deficit

Subsidies
- 2013/14 major subsidies bill estimated 
at 2.48 trillion rupees from 1.82 trillion 
rupees
- Petroleum subsidy seen at 650 billion 
rupees in 2013/14, assuming crude oil 
price of $110/barrel
- Estimated 900 billion rupees spending 
on food subsidies in 2013/14

Tax
- Propose surcharge of 10% on rich 
taxpayers with annual income of more 
than 10 million rupees a year
- To increase surcharge to 10% on 
domestic companies with annual 
income of more than 100 million rupees
- For foreign companies, who pay 
the higher rate of corporate tax, the 
surcharge will increase from 2% to 5%
- To continue 15% tax concession on 
dividend received by India companies 
from foreign units for one more year
- To impose withholding tax of 20% on 
profit distribution to shareholders
- 10 billion rupees for first instalment of 
balance of GST (Goods and Services 
Tax) payment
- Propose to reduce securities 
transaction tax on equity futures to 
0.01% from 0.017%
- To introduce commodities transaction 

tax (CTT)

Corporate Sector and Markets
- To issue inflation-indexed bonds
-  Propose capital allowance of 15% 
to companies on investments of more 
than 1 billion rupees
- Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) 
can use investments in corporate, 
government bonds as collateral to meet 
margin requirements
- Insurance, provident funds can trade 
directly in debt segments of stock 
exchanges
- FIIs can hedge forex exposure 
through exchange-traded derivatives
- Investor with <10% stake in a 
company will be considered FII, >10% 
stake as foreign direct investor
- Stock exchange regulator will simplify 
know-your-customer norms for foreign 
portfolio investors

Power and Energy
- Zero customs duty for electrical plants 
and machinery
- Move to revenue-sharing from profit-
sharing policy in oil and gas sector
- To equalise duties on steam and 
bituminous coal to 2% customs duty 
and 2% cvd (countervailing duty)

Foreign Trade
- To cut duty on exports of precious and 
semi-precious stones to 2% from 10%

Banking
- To provide 140 billion rupees capital 
infusion in state-run banks in 2013/14

Agriculture
- 801.94 billion rupees to rural 
development in 2013/14
- 270.49 billion rupees for agriculture in 
2013/14

Highlights of Budget 
2013
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India’s largest ever urban development 
project, the $90-billion Delhi Mumbai 
Industrial Corridor (DMIC), is underway. 
This project incorporates nine Mega 
Industrial zones, a 1,483-km high speed 
freight line, three ports and six airports 
as well as an expressway. A 150-km 
wide band around the freight line - the 
‘influence region’ - will benefit from the 
investment. Several industrial hubs, with 
top-of-the-line infrastructure would be 
developed along this corridor, benefiting 
approximately 180 million people or 14% 
of India’s population!

“The DMIC project has made rapid 
progress. Plans for seven new cities 
have been finalised and work on two new 
smart industrial cities will start during 
2013-14,” Mr. Chidambaram said in his 
2013 Budget speech.

The project will be completed with 
the help of Japanese funding. The 

seven towns are being developed from 
the ground up with the co-operation 
and investment of global giants like 
Mitsubishi, and are expected to be 
more eco-friendly and technologically 
advanced than other Indian cities.

The first few townships will range from 
25 to 50 sq km or about 6 to 8 km 
across. At the completion of the first 
phase, the total industrial output of the 
DMIC region is expected to double, 
according to the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry. Unlike special economic 
zones or SEZs which have relatively 
limited capacity, these cities will be 
designed to accommodate hundreds of 
thousands of people, providing not just 
employment but also residential and 
entertainment facilities.

That’s not all. Two additional corridors 
are being planned, one between 
Bangalore and Chennai and the other 
between Bangalore and Mumbai. The 
finance minister further said that plans 
were being prepared by the Department 
of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) 
and the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) for the Chennai-
Bangalore industrial corridor.

On his recent visit to India, the British 
Prime Minister David Cameron offered 

the support of British firms, who 
would work with the Indian and British 
governments to develop nine districts 
linking Mumbai, India’s financial capital, 
with Bangalore, its technology hub. 
He also said the project could involve 
entirely new cities in addition to road, rail 
and telecommunications connections, 
and special economic zones designed to 
foster business development.

India has never had such a massive 
building of new urban areas. The 
last major project was the creation of 
Chandigarh in 1950. Given the scale of 
this endeavour, it is expected that these 
new cities will change the face of India.

Largest Ever Urban 
Development Project



5  indiA news mArCh 2013  indiA news mArCh 2013

The President of India, Mr. Pranab 
Mukherjee visited Bangladesh 
in March 2013, the first Indian 
President to make an official visit to 
the country after 1974. He delivered 
the commencement address at the 
University of Dhaka. Excerpts of his 
speech are below. The speech was 
delivered in Bengali, but has been 
translated to English.

- Today, as we recall its (Dhaka 
University’s) old reputation as 
the “Oxford of the East”, we note 
with pride its place among the top 
institutions of contemporary Asia. 
Students who graduate today are 
following in the footsteps of the great 
alumni who passed through these 
portals in the generations before you. 
The names of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, Tajuddin Ahmed, 
Satyendranath Bose, R.C. Majumdar, 
Humayun Ahmed, Buddhadeb Basu 
and Shamsur Rahman come to mind. 

- No one who comes here can 
forget how uniquely this University is 
identified with your nationhood. The 
halls of this great institution were the 
crucible and the ‘Karmabhoomi’ of the 
creation of Bangladesh. Numberless 
architects of the Liberation War 
sacrificed their lives in this campus.

- Today, when Bangladesh is free and 
liberated and is happily engaged in its 

own development, the sacrifices of its 
martyrs are vindicated. It is because of 
them that the youth of Bangladesh are 
today able to call this land their own. 
You should know that you have a past 
which is steeped in glory, and a future 
that is full of promise.

- India and Bangladesh are interlinked 
like no other nations on earth. Our 
destinies are interwoven just like our 
history and our geography. We believe 
that India and Bangladesh must 
develop and grow together, ensuring 
that our growth provides more 
opportunities to both our peoples. We 
both face common challenges and, as 
Her Excellency, Prime Minister, Sheikh 
Hasina has said, we have the same 
enemy – poverty. 

- Bilateral relations between India 
and Bangladesh have received a 
major boost following the visit of Her 
Excellency Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina to India in January 2010 
and our Prime Minister’s visit to 
Bangladesh in September 2011. We 
now have a “Framework Agreement 
on Cooperation for Development” that 
lays down the roadmap for our work 
together in the years to come. 

- The recently signed Revised 
Travel Arrangements between India 
and Bangladesh will lead to the 
liberalisation of visa arrangements 

between our countries. These will 
particularly help businessmen, 
students, journalists, tourists and 
those travelling for medical treatment. 
Greater people-to-people contacts and 
exchanges are the best way to bring 
our two countries even closer together.

- I am happy with the progress made 
in the implementation of the Line of 
Credit extended by my Government 
to the Government of Bangladesh. 
Several development projects, 
especially those pertaining to the 
railways sector, are now beginning to 
take off. I was happy to see double 
decker buses purchased under the 
Line of Credit plying on the roads. 
Many new - Indian locomotives and 
wagons will soon be on the rail lines of 
Bangladesh. 

- Our countries have also made 
considerable progress in our co-
operation in the power sector. The 
power grids of our countries will, for 
the first time in our post-independence 
history, be connected by the middle 
of this year. This will allow the flow 
of 500 MW of power from India to 
Bangladesh. The India-Bangladesh 
Friendship Power Company is setting 
up an ultra-modern super thermal 
1320 MW power station at Rampal 
near Mongla to meet the energy needs 
of Bangladesh.

- Meanwhile, there are areas where 
we must substantially increase our 
cooperation, such as in information 
technology, skill development, 
agricultural research, environment 
protection, climate change, and 
in protecting the Sunderbans and 
harnessing energies, both traditional 
as well as new and renewable sources 
of energy. 

- Looking at you, I am convinced that 
the future of Bangladesh is bright. I 
wish you all every success in making 
the dream of Sonar Bangla a reality. 
India will stand by your side as you 
shape the destiny of your country.

president makes historic 
visit to Bangladesh



6  indiA news mArCh 2013  indiA news mArCh 2013

As private and national airlines in India 
continue their battle for their share of 
the pie, AirAsia and the Tata group have 
announced their plans to start a new 
low-cost airline in India in February 2013. 
AirAsia India would also mark the re-entry 
of the Tatas into the aviation space after 
about 60 years. Their previous venture 
was the JRD Tata-founded Air India that 
was nationalised in 1953.

Currently, there are six scheduled 
domestic airlines in the country - Air India, 
Jet Airways, Jet Lite, SpiceJet, IndiGo 
and GoAir. Experts say they will face no 
real threat as the proposed new airline 
will focus on tier-II and tier-III cities.  

The FIPB (Foreign Investment Promotion 
Board) has already approved investment 
in the new venture. The joint venture 
will now have to approach the aviation 
regulator Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) for further clearances 
and to apply for a scheduled air 
operator’s permit which allows an airline 
to undertake flying operations.

The Malaysia-based AirAsia will hold a 
49 per cent stake in the new airline, while 
the Tata Sons will have a 30 per cent 
stake. The remaining 21 per cent would 
be owned by Arun Bhatia of Telestra 
Tradeplace.

re-enTer indian aviaTion 
afTer a gap of 60 years

Tatas partner with 
airasia to launch 
aviation foray

80 rallyisTs Traverse 3,000 km across BangladesH, 
cHina, india and myanmar

The first edition of the BCIM Car Rally 
from Kolkata to Kunming was organized 
from 22nd February to 5th March 2013 
through the active participation of the 
BCIM partner countries of Bangladesh, 
China, India and Myanmar, and the 
CII (Confederation of Indian Industry). 
Its purpose was to promote trade, 
commerce, investment and people-to-
people linkages in the region.

Twenty cars carrying about 80 
participants from the four countries 
traversed a 3,000 km long route starting 
on 22 February 2013 from Kolkata, 
India, and passing through Jessore, 
Dhaka, Sylhet, Silchar, Imphal, Ka 
Lay, Mandalay, Ruili, Tengchong, Erhai 
Lake and Dali, before finally reaching 
the Chinese city of Kunming, their final 
destination, on 05 March.

The Car Rally was flagged off from the 
Helipad Ground, Salt Lake Stadium, 
Kolkata, India on 22 February 2013, 
by a large and cheering crowd. 
Ceremonial receptions and marker 
events were organized along the route 
as the rally teams passed through.

Ms. Mamata Banerjee, Chief Minister 
of the Indian state of West Bengal, who 
was the Chief Guest at the colourful 
flag-off ceremony, said that she 
hoped the rally would be successful 
in promoting trade and investment 
in the BCIM region. She described 
the participants as ‘ambassadors’ 
and added that the rally would help 
generate awareness about the 
business potential of West Bengal and 
North East India amongst other Asian 
countries.

Reception in Imphal, India

Ceremonial flag-off for BCIM Rally in Kolkata, India

Bcim region bonds 
over cars
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indian airports now among world’s best

8 indians on forbes list of top women

The airports of Delhi, Mumbai and Hyderabad are among the top five airports 
in the world providing international standard services.

The Airports Council International (ACI), a global body of airports, has 
adjudged Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International (IGI) airport as second best 
after Seoul’s Incheon airport in the category of airports handling 25-40 million 
passengers per annum for their service quality for the year 2012. Mumbai’s 
Chhatrapati Shivaji International airport was adjudged the third best in this 
category.

Hyderabad’s Rajiv Gandhi International airport (RGI) was judged the 
second position for their service quality in the category of five to 15 million 
passengers per annum. Japan’s Nagoya airport was adjudged the best in this 
category. In the Asia-Pacific region, Delhi airport was adjudged as fourth in 
the ‘Best Airports by Region’ across all categories. Seoul’s Incheon ranked 
first, Singapore’s Changi second and Beijing was placed at the third spot.

“Out of the entire top performing airports under the Best Airport by Size 
category, over 80 per cent are from the Asia-Pacific region”, ACI Asia-Pacific 
regional director, Patti Chau commented.

Eight Indian women figure among Forbes Asia’s list of 50 businesswomen in 
Asia.

The Indian women featured on the list are - Shobhana Bhartia, 56, Chairman 
and Editorial Director HT Media; Chanda Kochhar, 51, Managing Director 
& CEO ICICI Bank; Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, 59, Founder, Chairman and 
Managing Director Biocon India; Chitra Ramkrishna, 49, Joint Managing 
Director, National Stock Exchange; Renuka Ramnath, 51, Founder, Managing 
Director and CEO, Multiples Alternate Asset Management India; Preetha 
Reddy, 55, Group Managing Director Apollo Hospitals; and Shikha Sharma, 
54, CEO and Managing Director Axis Bank, India.

Three other Indians figure on a list of ‘12 Women to Watch’. They are: 
Sunaina Gill, 32, Director of Operations & Merchandising Gill Capital, 
Singapore; Nisaba Godrej, 35, President, Human Capital & Innovation, 
Godrej Group; and Nandini Piramal, 32, Executive Director/Head of H.R. 
Piramal Enterprises.

China has 16 honourees on the list, Hong Kong, 8 and Singapore, 4.
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The Kumbh Mela is an opportunity for 
Hindu pilgrims from the world over to 
gather and bathe in the holy river, the 
Ganga. According to Hindu mythology, as 
the devas (gods) and asuras (demons) 
battled over a kumbh or urn containing 
the nectar of immortality, Lord Vishnu 
flew away with the nectar, accidentally 
splashing a few drops at four places – 
Prayag, Haridwar, Ujjain and Nashik. 
These, threfore, are the four locations at 
which the Kumbh Mela has been held for 
nearly two thousand years.

The Kumbh Mela is held every three 
years, the exact dates and duration of 
each one determined using astrological 
charts. The ones held on the six year 
intervals are considered slightly more 
auspicious and named the Ardh Kumbh 
Mela. These are held either in Prayag 
(Allahabad) or Haridwar. Every twelve 
years comes the Purna Kumbh Mela, 
which is especially auspicious and each 
instalment sees record numbers of 
pilgrims. However, the real big one is the 
Maha Kumbh Mela, which comes just 
once in 144 years! Traditionally, this is 
held in Prayag.

This year was especially lucky for Hindu 

pilgrims, as it allowed them to witness 
the Maha Kumbh mela, an event that 
will not come again either in their lifetime 
or in the lifetime of the next several 
generations! It lasted 55 days, beginning 
on Makar Sankranthi on 14th January 
2013 and ending 10th March 2013 on 
Mahashivaratri.

“Over 60 million people attended the 
festival in 2001 and this time we believe 
120 million people have participated,” 
said festival chief Mani Prasad Mishra, 
underscoring the scale of this year’s 
event, which is colossal even for a 
festival that is generally reputed to be the 
largest human gathering anywhere in the 
world.

The highlight of every festival is the 
collective gathering of devotees to bathe 
en masse at the confluence of the Ganga 
and the Yamuna. Aside from the bathing, 
people visiting the festivals participate in 
religious discussions, devotional singing, 
mass feeding of holy men and women 
and the poor, and religious assemblies 
where doctrines are debated and 
standardised. Mauni Amavasya, which 
attracts the most devotees to the waters 
to cleanse their sins, fell on 14th January 

2013 this year and it is estimated that 
nearly 30 million people were in Prayag 
on just that single day.

Nearly 14,000 police personnel and 
armymen were deployed throughout 
the festival to carry out the herculean 
task of maintaining law and order at 18 
locations. A popular folktale associated 
with the Kumbh Mela, and one that has 
been appropriated by Bollywood as the 
basis for the storylines of numerous 
films, is about the losing of a loved 
one in the teeming crowds of the Mela. 
Reality, unfortunately, closely mirrors 
fiction with thousands of people being 
separated from their loved ones in the 
melee. Happily for those lost this year, a 
lost-and-found centre was in place and 
served to reunite nearly 40,000 people 
with their kin.

The next Kumbh Mela will take place in 
2016 at Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, on the 
banks of the river Shipra, where it is also 
known as “Simhastha”.

Once in Many Lifetimes
THis was THe year of THe maHa kumBH mela, an evenT THaT occurs jusT once in 144 years
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Its almost like a world removed from 
reality. Oasis of calm in bustling 
Mumbai? That’s right. Mumbai is perhaps 
the only city in India that straddles within 
its long and wide boundaries a few 
heritage villages or precincts. These are 
referred to as heritage villages by the 
government and are protected by law 
against destruction.

So whether its Khotachwadi in the 
Maharashtrian dominated Girgaum 
or Mhaterpakadi in the dock area of 
Mazagaon or Ranwar in the once 
Christian neighbourhood of Bandra, time 
has literally come to a standstill. In the 
bylanes veering off the main roads or at 
the end of wooded lanes are old homes, 
bungalows and villages that cling to 
the vestiges of the past. Surrounded by 
monstrous buildings, they are resisting 
the inevitable march of time in their own 
way.

Interestingly, each one is built in the 
Portuguese architectural style. “The 
Portuguese colonised Mumbai much 
before the British”, says architect Brinda 
Gaitonde, who along with Abha Bahl, 
conducts walks along Mumbai’s heritage 
areas. “The handing over of Mumbai by 
the Portuguese to the British in 1661 in 
dowry, when Charles II married Princess 
Catherine of Braganza, sister of the King 
of Portugal, did not signal the end of the 
dominion. Mass conversion of the local 

people by the Portuguese missionaries 
ensured the continuation of the cult, both 
in traditions and buildings.”

Taking over from the Portuguese, the 
East India Company divided the land 
beyond the Fort area into patches and 
leased to individual owners. Dadoba 
Waman Khot, a land revenue officer got 
Khotachwadi. Today, the village has a 
mixed community settlement. It has 5 
entrances and exits, and until you know it 
like the back of your hand, you may well 
be in a labyrinth. Single story cottages 
painted in red, blue and green, located 
across streets on which more than 
three people are a crowd, timber spiral 

staircases running from the porch to the 
upper floors – all of these symbolize 
Khotachwadi.

Similarly, Mhaterpakadi in Mazagaon 
has some of the oldest homes in the 
city. Archaic, yet modern, it offers the 
traveller a glimpse of a lifestyle that 
is quintessentially old Mumbai. There 
are 80-odd Portuguese style cottages 
with tiled sloping roofs and spacious 
verandas. In the heart of this village is a 
holy cross, located within a tiny chapel. 
Erected in 1875, it was a gesture of 
thanksgiving for an end to the plague 
that struck Mumbai that year. 

Heritage Urban 
Suburbia



10  indiA news mArCh 2013  indiA news mArCh 2013

Literature in India is moving beyond the 
confines of print space to reach out to 
people in interactive venues across the 
states. The new breed of literary galas is 
going beyond core literary brainstorming 
to take up local, cultural and political 
issues with a cast of international 
participants, thus rendering a global hue 
to immediate local concerns.

In the last decade, a spurt in regional 
literature festivals in places like Jaipur, 
Kolkata, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Goa, 
Thiruvananthapuram and New Delhi has 
integrated literature with the distinctive 
local cultures, demography, identities 
and issues to relate to the people. Home 
grown flavours are the lifeline of the new 
literature festivals in the states.

The Apeejay Literature Festival in 
Kolkata, used literature to connect to the 
heritage of Kolkata with emphasis on the 
Victoria Memorial, St Johns Church and 
the Lascar Monument on the Hooghly 
river – landmarks that were prominent 
stops on the festival map. “The festival 
used an interactive patachitra, a modern 
day version of the scroll painting with 
narrative songs of 19th Century Kolkata 
on computer to tell the story of the city 

through the voices of the people”, said 
Renu Kakkar, vice-president of the 
sponsoring Apeejay Surendra group.

At the Jaipur Literature Festival, from 
January 24th – 28th, the focus was on 
literature in Indian languages. Writers 
in 17 Indian languages connected to an 
essentially Hindi-speaking audience in 
Jaipur under a project entitled, ‘Ek bhasa 
hua karti hain’. The festival also attempts 
unique outreach programs. Last year, 
more than 1000 children attended the 
festivals as guests. The Music Stage – a 
separate segment of the festival – plays 
host to a new fusion culture of Rajasthan 
with collaboration between local 
musicians and foreign bands.

Not just literature fests, but also book 
fests are also devising more and more 
ways to reach wider audiences. A roving 
book festival, The Bookwallah, affiliated 
to the University of Melbourne, took six 
writers from the Mumbai Live, a literature 
festival, on a 2000 km train journey of 
southern India to meet readers, students 
and the general public – also carrying 
along a pop-up library with them.

The Goa Arts and Literary Festival and 

Kovalam Literary Festival spoke of the 
local cultural issues on the sidelines 
of the mainstream session, while the 
Bookaroo, the annual childrens book 
festival in Delhi, intervenes in more than 
100 government schools on the issues 
of education and new forms of creative 
expression.

Through literature, “geopolitics, politics, 
caste systems and productive analysis 
of social issues” could be gleaned, says 
Sanjay Roy, producer of the Jaipur 
Literary Festival. “The festivals allow 
us to cross the boundary between the 
present and the future and connects us – 
it does so in many different languages”.

Celebration of 
Literature

fesTivals across india are Bringing indian liTeraTure To THe masses

Making a point
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The 200-year old Paigah Tombs are 
among the lesser known heritage sites 
in Hyderabad, which is unfortunate given 
their striking architecture and design. 
The tombs are spread over 30 to 40 
acres and belong to the Paigah nobles, 
who were tied by blood and marriage to 
the Nizams.

The Paigah Nobility

The line of Paigah nobles began with 
Abdul Fateh Khan Tegh Jung during 
the regime of the second Nizam 
of Hyderabad in the 18th century. 
Legendary for their loyalty, the Paigahs 
were part of the aristocracy in Hyderabad 
and held important positions in the 
court of the Nizam. As a tribute to their 
loyalty, the Paigahs were given the title 
of Shams-ul-Daulah , literally meaning 
‘sun among the masses’. The marriage 
between Abdul Fateh Khan Tegh Jung’s 
son and the daughter of the second 
Nizam further strengthened the bond 
between the Paigahs and the Nizams, 
to the point that they were considered 

second only to the Nizams in stature.

The Tombs

The Paigah Tomb complex consists of 
27 tombs. They are all built of marble 
and feature intricate stucco and inlay 
work in geometrical patterns. The tombs 
represent several different styles of 
architecture including Mughal, Greek, 
Persian, Asaf Jahi, Rajasthani and 

Deccani. An iron tablet describes the 
Paigah lineage at the entrance of the 
complex. Each of the tombs is unique 
in its own way and it’s a pleasure to 
discover the intricate beauty of each 
tomb. The jaali or lattice-work on the 
wooden doors and elsewhere is rather 
unique and different from other tombs 
across the country.

The Paigah Tombs
uniquely HyderaBadi
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GAANA MANjArI: VErSATILITy IN CLASSICISM
CArNATIC VOCAL CONCErT By SANjAy SuBhrAMANyAN

Venue: Esplanade Concert Hall, Singapore
Date and Time: Mar 28 2013 7.30pm
Tickets: S$40 / 25 available at www.sistic.com.sg
For more details visit www.sifas.org 

XPrESSIONS
By BhASkAr ArTS ACADEMy

Venue: Esplanade Recital Studio, Singapore
Date and Time: Apr 12-13 2013 8.00pm
Tickets: S$ 30 available at Nrityalaya Aesthetics Society (6336 
6537) and Bhaskar’s Arts Academy Ltd (6396 4523)

STArhuB PrESENTS ZEE NITE
IN COLLABOrATION wITh ESPLANADE

Venue: Esplanade Theatre, Singapore
Date and Time: Apr 06 2013 8.00pm
Tickets: S$218 / 188 / 148 / 98 / 68 / 48 at www.sistic.com.sg
For more details call 6348 5555 

rAGA DhwANI: ThE quINTESSENTIAL SOuND
SITAr CONCErT By uSTAD ShujAAT huSAIN khAN

Venue: Esplanade Concert Hall, Singapore
Date and Time: Mar 31 2013 7.30pm
Tickets: S$80 / 40 / 30 available at www.sistic.com.sg
For more details visit www.sifas.org 

SAMMILAN: SPIrIT OF krIShNA
CArNATIC-hINDuSTANI ENSEMBLE By ShAShANk & GrOuP

Venue: Esplanade Concert Hall, Singapore
Date and Time: Mar 23 2013 7.30pm
Tickets: S$80 / 40 / 30 available at www.sistic.com.sg
For more details visit www.sifas.org 


