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Historical museums 

National Gallery Singapore 
 

 
 

The National Gallery Singapore is an art museum located in 

the Downtown Core district of Singapore. Opened on 24 November 2015, it 

oversees the world’s largest public collection of Singaporean and Southeast Asian 

art, consisting of over 8,000 artworks. It aims to provide an understanding and 

appreciation of art and culture through a variety of media, focusing on Singapore's 

culture and heritage and its relationship with other Asian cultures and the world. 

Consisting of modern and contemporary art, National Gallery Singapore 

focuses on displaying Singapore and Southeast Asian art from the 19th century 

to present day. It is home to two permanent galleries: the DBS Singapore Gallery 

and the UOB Southeast Asia Gallery. Through its collection, the Gallery will 

present the development of Singaporean and regional cultures – telling the story 

of their social, economic and political histories. 

The Gallery mainly draws from Singapore’s National Collection, the 

world's largest public collection of modern and contemporary Southeast Asian 

art. The National Collection started with an original bequest of 93 works made to 

the National Museum in 1976, by the well-known cinema magnate and art patron, 

Dato Loke Wan Tho.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Downtown_Core
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loke_Wan_Tho
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Through careful nurturing over the years, this collection has grown 

significantly to approximately 8,000 pieces in 2010. The National Heritage Board 

is presently the custodian of this collection. 

 

Address: 93 Stamford Rd, Singapore 178897, Phone: 6332 3659 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG908SG908&biw=1920&bih=969&q=national+museum+of+singapore+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3SKvMrSrRks1OttLPyU9OLMnMz4MzrBJTUopSi4sXsarkgQUScxRyS4tTS3MV8tMUijPz0hML8otSFaDKAAFI5-lTAAAA&ludocid=10584322625286027368&ved=2ahUKEwiOyYuX8_HqAhW0zTgGHdBsC0oQ6BMwHHoECCUQAg
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG908SG908&biw=1920&bih=969&q=national+museum+of+singapore+phone&ludocid=10584322625286027368&ved=2ahUKEwiOyYuX8_HqAhW0zTgGHdBsC0oQ6BMwH3oECCUQDw
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 National Museum Singapore 

 
 

 The National Museum of Singapore is the oldest museum in Singapore. 

Its history dates back to 1849, when it was started as a section of a library 

at Singapore Institution and called the Raffles Library and Museum. After several 

relocations, in 1887 it moved to its permanent site at Stamford Road in 

the Museum Planning Area. 

The museum focuses on exhibits related to the history of Singapore. It is 

one of four national museums in the country, the other three being the two Asian 

Civilisations Museums at Empress Place Building and Old Tao Nan School, and 

the Singapore Art Museum. It was named the National Museum of Singapore in 

1965; between 1993 and March 2006, it was known as the Singapore History 

Museum. 

The museum will have a permanent 2,800 m² gallery space at the new glass 

clad building within a glass rotunda known as the Singapore History Gallery. It 

will feature the history of Singapore from the 14th century in a story-telling 

approach. Images and film can be projected on its 15-metre high cylindrical walls. 

There will be a narration of the history and display of artistic expressions of the 

history. 

The museum used to house a vast collection of zoological items, but were 

transferred to the National University of Singapore (NUS) and other museums in 

the Commonwealth. It currently has eleven precious artefacts, namely 

the Singapore Stone, the Gold Ornaments of the Sacred Hill from East Java, 

Dagguerreotype of Singapore Town which was one of the earliest photographs of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_in_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Institution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamford_Road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_Planning_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_Civilisations_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_Civilisations_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empress_Place_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Tao_Nan_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Art_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_History_Gallery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_University_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Java
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Singapore, the will of Munshi Abdullah, the portrait of Frank Athelstane 

Swettenham, the hearse of Tan Jiak Kim, a Peranakan coffin cover, the mace of 

the City of Singapore commemorating King George VI's raising of the island's 

status to a city in 1951, the Xin Sai Le puppet stage, William Farquhar's drawings 

of flora and fauna and the portrait of Shenton Thomas, who was the former 

governor of Singapore. Rocks from the nearby Fort Canning Hill were used to 

create two sculptures commissioned from Cultural Medallion-winner Han Sai 

Por. 

 

Address: 93 Stamford Rd, Singapore 178897, phone +65 6332 3659 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Will_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munshi_Abdullah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Athelstane_Swettenham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Athelstane_Swettenham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_VI_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Farquhar_Collection_of_Natural_History_Drawings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Farquhar_Collection_of_Natural_History_Drawings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shenton_Thomas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_(geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_Medallion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Han_Sai_Por
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Han_Sai_Por
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&bih=920&biw=1920&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG908SG908&hl=en-US&q=national+museum+of+singapore+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3SKvMrSrRks1OttLPyU9OLMnMz4MzrBJTUopSi4sXsarkgQUScxRyS4tTS3MV8tMUijPz0hML8otSFaDKAAFI5-lTAAAA&ludocid=10584322625286027368&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjRxP-K7oXrAhXXfX0KHcnUBdYQ6BMwJHoECB0QGw
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Asian Civilisations Museum 

 

 
 

The Asian Civilisations Museum (ACM) is an institution which forms a 

part of the four museums in Singapore, the other three being the Peranakan 

Museum at Old Tao Nan School, the National Museum of Singapore and 

the Singapore Art Museum. 

It is one of the pioneering museums in the region to specialise in pan-Asian 

cultures and civilisations. The museum specialises in the material history of 

China, Southeast Asia, South Asia and West Asia, from which the diverse ethnic 

groups of Singapore trace their ancestry. 

The museum first opened at the Old Tao Nan School building on 22 April 

1997 at Armenian Street, with exhibits largely centred on Chinese civilisation. 

With the restoration of the Empress Place Building, the museum established its 

new flagship museum there on 2 March 2003, rapidly expanding the collection to 

other areas of Asia. The Armenian Street branch closed for renovations on 1 

January 2006 and reopened on 25 April 2008 as the Peranakan Museum.The 

Chinese collection is represented by fine Dehua porcelain figures, Taoist and 

Buddhistic statuary, export porcelain, calligraphy and other examples of 

decorative art. 

The South Asian Galleries feature statuary from a broad spectrum of 

periods including some fine Chola bronzes. Of particularly note is the Chola 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Tao_Nan_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Art_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Tao_Nan_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empress_Place_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chola
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bronze sculpture of Uma, the consort of Shiva and that of Somaskanda. The early 

Buddhist art of India is also represented by works hailing from 

the Mathura and Gandhara schools, including a rare sandstone Mathura Buddha 

dating to the Kanishka era, and the head of a Gandharan Bodhisattva. Other areas 

of note include South Indian woodwork, Nepali-Tibetan bronzes, textiles, late 

medieval miniatures and colonial prints. 

The Southeast Asian collections are broad in scope and are rich in 

ethnological material. Representing the aristocratic art of ancient Southeast Asia 

are Khmer sculptures, Javanese temple sculpture (some on loan from Leiden), 

later Buddhist art from Burma/Thailand and the Sinicised temple art 

of Vietnam. Peranakan gold, textiles, tribal ornament and theatrical masks are 

other strengths of the collection. 

The Khoo Teck Puat Gallery is the permanent home for the cargo 

recovered from the Tang Shipwreck, a sunken 9th century trading ship bound for 

Iran and Iraq, discovered in 1998 off Belitung Island in the Java Sea. The 

recovered cargo comprises more than 60,000 well-preserved ceramics produced 

in China during the Tang dynasty (618–907), as well as objects of gold and silver. 

 

Address: 1 Empress Pl, Singapore 179555, phone +65 6332 7798 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somaskanda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathura
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandhara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanishka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodhisattva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Java
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belitung_shipwreck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belitung
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tang_dynasty
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Peranakan Museum 

 

         
 

The Peranakan Museum is a museum in Singapore specialising in 

Peranakan culture. A sister museum to the Asian Civilisations Museum, it is the 

first of its kind in the world, that explores Peranakan cultures in Singapore and 

other former Straits Settlements in Malacca and Penang, and other Peranakan 

communities in Southeast Asia. It is housed in the Old Tao Nan School building 

at Armenian Street, which once served as an extended wing to the artefact 

collection of the Asian Civilisations Museum. 

On 1 January 2006, the Museum, then known as ACM closed the Armenian 

Street wing for a major revamp. At its closure, the museum management chose 

Peranakan culture theme over a children's museum and a Chinese ceramic 

museum as their new showcase in the Tao Nan School space. This enabled the 

Museum to house the world's most distinctive and comprehensive Peranakan 

museum collection of artifacts and wares, with a potential annual visitorship 

numbers of 112,000 people. Also, the revamp enabled 25 per cent more exhibition 

space for contextual displays for different aspects of Peranakan home and 

lifestyle. 

The museum officially opened on 25 April 2008, with ten permanent 

galleries showcasing main themes of Peranakan life.  
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The different galleries are found in the following manner: 

• Gallery 1 (Level 1) 

• Galleries 2 – 5 (Level 2) 

• Galleries 6 - 10 (Level 3) 

• Special Exhibitions Galleries (Level 3) 

Gallery 1 titled Origins provides an introduction to Peranakan culture and to 

various Peranakan communities in Singapore, Malacca, Penang and Southeast 

Asia. Visitors to the subsequent rooms will learn about the story of the traditional 

12-day Peranakan wedding, where significant ceremonies like the lap chai 

(exchange of gifts) and chiu thau (coming of age) are presented. Visitors can also 

see the elaborate wedding chamber and a wedding procession taking place 

indoors on Level 2. Gallery 6 Nonya, features the arts and crafts of Nonyas like 

beadwork, along with a display on the Nonya kebaya, and the womenfolks' role 

of transmitting cultural values to Peranakan children. Gallery 7 shows Religion, 

on Peranakans and their faiths. Gallery 8 illustrates the commerce, politics and 

social affairs of prominent Peranakans in Singapore’s history in this exhibition 

titled Public Life. Gallery 9 on Food and Feasting, provides a grand banquet 

setting with the world’s best collection of nonya porcelain. And finally the visual 

experience concludes with an introspection of modern Peranakans and how they 

feel about their heritage and the future of their culture in Gallery 10. 

Additional Special Exhibitions Galleries will feature changing specific-themed 

exhibitions.  

Address: 39 Armenian St, Singapore 179941, phone: +65 6332 7591 
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Baba House (NUS) 

 

Baba House (also referred to as NUS Baba House) is a museum 

in Singapore, showcasing Peranakan history, architecture and heritage. It is a 

traditional Peranakan pre-war terrace-house which was formerly owned by the 

family of a 19th-century shipping tycoon Wee Bin who settled in Singapore, after 

arriving from the southern Chinese province of Fujian. The Baba House is also 

an outpost of the National University of Singapore (NUS) Museum and co-

managed by the NUS Centre for the Arts 

Built in the 1890s, 157 Neil Road is a residential terrace house located in 

the Residential Historic District of Blair Plain. The house and the surrounding 

area was gazetted for conservation by the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 

Singapore, in 1991. 

  About 70 per cent of the furniture in the House belonged to the Wee estate, 

while the rest of the items were acquired from Peranakan families in Singapore 

and Malacca. The first two storeys of the House showcase the Peranakan 

domestic interior, while artists showcase modern interpretations of Peranakan 

culture through the exhibition gallery on the third storey. At the same time, the 

House will also be a venue for Peranakan culinary and craft workshops to be 

organized by the NUS Museum.  

In contrast to the Peranakan Museum, the Baba House enables visitors to 

experience more intimately how typical Peranakan homes looked and 

functioned in the 1920s, the Golden Era of Peranakan culture in Singapore. It is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wee_Bin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fujian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NUS_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_Redevelopment_Authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NUS_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan_Museum
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a showcase of lavishly carved antique furniture and items used by Chinese 

Peranakans of that time. 

Address: 157 Neil Rd, Singapore 088883, Phone: 6227 5731 
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The Fuk Tak Chi Temple 

 

 

The Fuk Tak Chi Temple was one of the oldest Chinese temple in 

Singapore, built in 1824 by Cantonese and Hakka immigrants from Kwong Wai 

Siew. Two other Hakka clans, Fong Yun Thai and Ying Fo Fui Kun joined in 

1854 after contributing to the temple's rebuilding project. Dedicated to Tua Pek 

Kong, it is a Chinese folk religion temple which caters to the religious needs of 

both Chinese folk religionists and Taoists. 

The small shrine later also catered to the welfare of the large Chinese 

community by functioning as an association. 

In August 1998, the building was restored and converted into a museum 

with artifacts on the lives of early Chinese migrants in Singapore. In 2000, it 

became part of the new Far East Square development. 

In October 2014, the temple closed for renovation and reopened in June 

2015. Amoy Hotel's entrance is located through the temple as well. 

 

Address: 76 Telok Ayer St, Singapore 048464, phone: +65 6580 2888 
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Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum 

(LKCNHM) 

 

 

 

The Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum (LKCNHM)  is a museum 

of natural history at the Kent Ridge Campus of the National University of 

Singapore. Officially opened on 18 April 2015,[1] it houses the Raffles Natural 

History Collection. 

The idea for a natural history collection was first mooted by Sir Stamford 

Raffles, and the collection of Southeast Asian biodiversity was begun in 1849 at 

the Raffles Museum (now the National Museum of Singapore). In 1972, 

the Government of Singapore removed the natural history collections from the 

National Museum and gave them to the Zoology Department of what was then 

the University of Singapore. They were housed in various temporary premises, 

including the Nanyang Technological University for seven years. Subsequently, 

they were returned to the NUS and housed in the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity 

Research. LKCNHM inherited the natural history collections from the Raffles 

Museum of Biodiversity Research.  

The Museum currently has more than 560,000 catalogued lots in its 

collection and over a million specimens from throughout the region. About 2,000 

of these are exhibited in the museum's galleries.  

In February 2016, the museum announced that $1 million was raised for 

scientific and educational efforts related to the 10.6m adult female sperm whale 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_University_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_University_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Kong_Chian_Natural_History_Museum#cite_note-:0-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamford_Raffles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamford_Raffles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeast_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Museum_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nanyang_Technological_University
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carcass dubbed "Jubi Lee" found in Singapore waters in July 2015. The "Jubilee 

Whale Exhibit" was unveiled on 14 March that year.  

 

Address: 2 Conservatory Dr, Singapore 117377, phone: +656601 3333 
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Changi Chapel Museum 

 

 

The Changi Museum is a museum dedicated to Singapore's history during 

the Second World War and the Japanese occupation of Singapore in particular. 

The museum has a collection of paintings, photographs and personal effects 

donated by former POWs. Among the collection is a series of paintings and 

sketches by a POW named William Haxworth which provide insight on the daily 

life of the internees during the occupation. In 1986, Haxworth's wife donated a 

collection of over 400 paintings and sketches to the National Archives of 

Singapore. The museum is also famous for its replica of the Changi Murals, a set 

of five murals made by the POW Stanley Warren. 

Also, in the museum is a collection of watercolour paintings by Mary 

Angela Bateman, who was among the thousands of women and children held at 

Changi Prison for more than three years during the war. 

Replica Chapel built in Singapore in 1988 and relocated to present site in 2001 

The museum features a “no photography” rule of exhibits. The exhibits are 

presented in a manner that evokes strong emotions and personal connection while 

retaining the factual authenticity, by using excerpts from the personal writings or 

diaries by the former POWs. 

The museum is laid out into five zones, following a chronological order: 

Storyboards, Changi Prison section, Changi Murals, Wartime Artists and End of 
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War. One exhibit is the floor plan of an original Changi prison cell projected onto 

the museum floor, which helps visitors to experience the severe constraints and 

paucity of space that the internees underwent during their captivity. 

 

Address: 1000 Upper Changi Rd N, Singapore 507707, phone: 6 214 2451 
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Chinatown Heritage Centre 

 

The Chinatown Heritage Centre is the only place in Singapore that has 

recreated the original interiors of its shophouse tenants in the 1950s, offering 

visitors an honest, revealing glimpse into the lives of Chinatown's early residents. 

The colourful past of Chinatown comes alive within the walls of these three 

beautifully-restored shophouses on Pagoda Street, comfortably nestled in the 

midst of Singapore's bustling Chinatown district. 

Every nook and cranny in the Chinatown Heritage Centre pulsates with the 

memories of yesteryear, offering an experience like no other as one is transported 

to Chinatown in the budding years of Singapore's establishment as a seaport. 

From the desperate hopefulness of the many “Sinkheh” (new migrants) – 

risking life and limb to embark on an arduous journey from the various Chinese 

provinces to the promised land of Singapore – to the raw, seedy and underground 

practices of gambling dens and secret societies, be prepared to experience a sense 

of nostalgia and sentimentality as you step into the pages of Chinatown's history. 

 

Address: 48 Pagoda St, Singapore 059207, phone: 6224 3928 
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Heritage Centre (CHC) 

 
 

Founded in 1995, the Chinese Heritage Centre (CHC) aims to advance 

knowledge and understanding of the ethnic Chinese communities in different 

parts of the world. Established as a non-profit organisation, the CHC's work is 

guided by an international Board of Governors. In 2011, the CHC has been 

reconstituted as an autonomous institute of Nanyang Technological University 

(NTU) 

The CHC serves as a research centre, a museum, and a library. It is housed 

in the historic Administration Building of the former Nanyang University, which 

itself is a relic of the landmark establishment of the first and only Chinese-

medium university outside China, founded by the Chinese overseas. It was 

gazetted as a National Monument on 18 December 1998. 

Visitors will find it pleasant to simply admire the unique architecture of 

this building built in the 1950s, or take a stroll in the Yunnan Garden or by the 

Nantah Lake, adjacent to the CHC. 

The CHC aims to advance knowledge and understanding of ethnic 

Chinese and their communities in different parts of the world. 

The CHC works to promote awareness and understanding of Chinese 

history, culture, and tradition among people in Singapore and the world through 
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exhibitions; library services; collection of historical and academic 

materials; public lectures, seminars and international conferences; community 

outreach activities; and publications. 

The CHC aspires to be a leading research and resource centre on the 

Chinese outside China. 

 

Address: 46 Nanyang Ave, Singapore 639817, phone: 6513 8157 
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Civil Defence Heritage Gallery 

 

The Civil Defence Heritage Gallery traces fire fighting and civil defence 

developments in Singapore from the late 1800s till modern day, and is intended 

as a twin vehicle for showcasing the Singapore Civil Defence Force’s (SCDF) 

proud and long history, as well as heightening public awareness of civil defence. 

By locating the gallery in the Central Fire Station, which is a part of the 

Civic District Heritage Trail, visitors will be able to fully experience and 

understand this integral part of Singapore’s history. 

 

Address: 62 Hill St, Singapore 179367, phone: 6332 2996 
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Heritage Conservation Centre (HCC) 

 

The Heritage Conservation Centre (HCC) is the repository and 

conservation facility for the management and preservation of Singapore’s 

National Collection. The HCC building, located in Jurong, is a purpose-built 

facility that houses the centralised conservation laboratories for the treatment of 

object, painting and textile artefacts, as well as a laboratory designed to cater for 

scientific analysis, material testing and research. 

HCC plays a leading role in heritage conservation in Singapore, and 

focuses on three main objectives. Firstly, to set and maintain high professional 

standards of heritage conservation; secondly, to improve accessibility to the 

National Collection; and finally, to disseminate and share with the public our 

knowledge of heritage care. By leveraging on our expertise in the areas of 

conservation and collections management, we hope to expand our role in the 

heritage sector beyond Singapore, into the region. 

HCC has a team of dedicated professionals to preserve, manage and 

provide the best possible care for the National Collection. It comprises the 

Collections Management and Conservation Services departments. 

Address: 32 Jurong Port Rd, Singapore 619104, phone: 6267 2618 
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 Indian Heritage Centre 

 

The Indian Heritage Centre, under the management of the National 

Heritage Board and with support from the Indian community, traces the history 

of the Indian and South Asian communities in the Southeast Asian region. 

The four-storey building is an iconic, unique and sustainable building that 

blends both traditional Indian as well as modern architectural elements. The 

architectural design for the facade is inspired by the baoli (or Indian stepwell), 

and seeks to create an urban forum for the celebration and appreciation of Indian 

culture. It houses five permanent galleries, a museum shop as well as 

programming and activity spaces. 

The diversity and multi-faceted nature of Indian culture is also captured in 

the use of a translucent shimmering façade to create an impression of the Centre 

as a “shining jewel” in the day, and the transformation into a “glowing lantern” 

of the Indian community with the lighting of the colourful façade mural at night. 

Situated at 5 Campbell Lane, the Centre also serves as a springboard for 

visitors to explore Little India and enjoy the sights, sounds and scents of the 

historical precinct. Indian Heritage Centre was opened by Prime Minister Lee 

Hsien Loong on 7 May 2015 and offers year-round exhibitions, programmes and 

activities to promote greater public awareness and appreciation of Indian heritage, 

arts and culture. 
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Address: 5 Campbell Ln, Singapore 209924, phone: 6291 1601 
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Malay Heritage Centre 

 

 

The Malay Heritage Centre is a cultural centre and museum located at 

Sultan Gate off Beach Road in Kampong Glam, Singapore. It showcases the 

culture, heritage and history of Malay Singaporeans. 

The building was once the Istana Kampong Glam, and was part of a larger 

original compound that led to the Beach Road frontage. Sultan Gate has been 

known as such since the 1950s. The Malay Heritage Foundation, formed on 28 

July 1999, embarked on a major restoration project of the Istana Kampong Glam 

that year. After construction works were completed, the 8,000 square metres 

(86,000 sq ft) building reopened as the Malay Heritage Centre on 4 June 2005. 

On the grounds of the Malay Heritage Centre are Gelam trees, a replica of 

a Bugis prahu boat, the Pinisi, and information markers on the history of the Bugis 

people and their trade. The centre itself preserves and showcases Malay culture 

and heritage in Singapore through historic artefacts, multimedia and diorama 

displays, and exhibits. 

The centre also organizes Malay cultural programmes and workshops. 

Before 2008 these, together with other fund-raising activities, contributed two-

thirds of the centre's operational costs. In 2008, the Government of Singapore 

announced that it would provide full funding of S$1.7 million a year to the Centre, 
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instead of just the one-third funding provided in previous years. The funding, and 

additional aid from the National Heritage Board, is expected to give the centre a 

boost to become a museum of international standard, and create opportunities for 

it to work with other top regional museums in Indonesia and Malaysia. 

Address: 85 Sultan Gate, Singapore 198501, phone:  +65 6391 0450 
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Reflections at Bukit Chandu (The revamped 

museum will reopen in mid-2021) 

 

Reflections at Bukit Chandu is a World War II interpretative centre housed 

in a restored black and white colonial bungalow close to the former battle site – 

the Battle of Pasir Panjang, where 1,400 brave soldiers from the Malay Regiment 

heroically defended the last stand against a 13,000-strong Japanese army. 

The centre is a place for visitors to reflect upon Singapore’s heritage of 

heroism. The presentation, through artefacts, exhibits and multi-media, invites 

visitors to contemplate about our nation’s war experience and to discover how far 

Singapore has come as a nation. 

Address: 31-K Pepys Road Singapore 118458, phone 65 6375 2510 
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              Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall  

 

The Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall, also known as Wan Qing Yuan, 

and formerly as the Sun Yat Sen Villa, is a two-story colonial style villa in 

Balestier, Singapore. The villa is now a museum commemorating Sun Yat Sen 

(1866–1925), the founding father of the Republic of China who visited Singapore 

nine times between 1900 and 1911. 

Located at 12 Tai Gin Road off Ah Hood Road in Balestier, the villa 

occupies an area of approximately 3,120 square metres and played a crucial role 

in the 1911 Xinhai Revolution by serving as the Tongmenghui's base in Nanyang 

(Southeast Asia) in the early 20th century. 

Address: 12 Tai Gin Rd, Singapore 327874, phone: 6256 7377 

Closed every Monday,  

Operating hours: 10 am- 5 pm 
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                                   Teochew cultural centre 

 

The Teochew Building is a three-storey building constructed with Chinese 

architectural elements such as the upturned roof eaves and the balcony balustrade 

with Oriental motifs. The building was completed in 1963 and it occupied the 

former site of the Tuan Mong School.  

The school was established by the local Teochew community in 1918. It 

was renamed in 1955 as the Tuan Mong High School. The building was also the 

old premises for the Ngee Ann College, the predecessor to the Ngee Ann 

Polytechnic during its founding period in 1963 - 68. Currently, it contains the 

offices of the Ngee Ann Kongsi, the Singapore Teochew Poit Ip Huay Kuan and 

the Ngee Ann Kongsi Collections Gallery. There are regular exhibitions and 

events held there to promote Chinese arts, culture, customs, practices, and beliefs. 

Address: 97 Tank Road, 238066, Singapore 
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Intan 

 

Founded in 2003, The Intan is a Peranakan heritage home-museum. The 

brainchild of antique collector and owner Alvin Yapp, The Intan (meaning 'rose-

cut diamond' in Malay) enlightens its guests about the multi-facetted aspects of 

Peranakan culture through a kaleidoscope of rare historical artefacts, intriguing 

personal stories, and authentic dining experiences. Located in the heart of Joo 

Chiat, a traditional Peranakan enclave and Singapore's first heritage town (2011), 

The Intan offers personalised tours conducted by Alvin, which culminate with 

authentic Peranakan tea sessions and dinners inspired by his mother. The Intan 

also doubles up as a unique event space, having hosted a variety of activities that 

included jewellery exhibitions, art shows and violin recitals.  

Voted Best Overall Experience in Singapore's inaugural Museum 

Roundtable Awards, The Intan has been featured internationally on CNN Travel, 

Discovery Channel and National Geographic. Singapore Travelholic lists The 

Intan as the top 5 Peranakan activities to do in Singapore. With a vision to 

promote Peranakan culture beyond Singapore, The Intan's collection has been 

showcased in places such as Croatia, Hawaii, Hong Kong, Moscow, London and 

Barcelona. 

Address: 69 Joo Chiat Terrace, Singapore 42723, phone: 6440 1148 
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Former Ford Factory 

 

The Former Ford Factory (also Old Ford Motor Factory and Old Ford 

Factory depending on sources) is located along Upper Bukit Timah Road at Bukit 

Timah in Singapore. It is the place where British forces under Lieutenant-General 

Arthur Percival surrendered to Japanese forces under Lieutenant-General 

Yamashita Tomoyuki on 15 February 1942 after the Battle of Singapore. The Old 

Ford Motor Factory had since been gazetted as a National Monument in 2006, 

and converted into an exhibition gallery and archive named Memories at Old Ford 

Factory. 

The factory was established and built for the Ford Motor Company of 

Malaya (also known as Ford Malaya in short) in October 1941 and possessed an 

Art Deco-style façade, which was typical of most buildings and structures, both 

public and private, of that era, and became Ford's first motor-car and vehicle 

assembly and construction plant in the region of Southeast Asia. 

The National Archives of Singapore, the new custodian of the historical 

site, has converted the building to house an exhibition gallery and repository 

called Memories at Old Ford Factory.  

The original factory building was very deep but much of it has been 

removed leaving the front facade and a building of moderate depth. Careful 

restoration work had been undertaken for the building to ensure that its façade 

was restored as close as possible to the building's original facade when it was first 
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completed in 1941. The boardroom where the surrender took place remains intact 

and is preserved. It contains a replica of the original table (with the original 

currently with the Australian War Memorial), a clock set at the exact time of the 

surrender, and a map of Malaya. There is now a large modern structure at the 

street level south of the factory building where visitors can enter and have a walk 

either up the hill or through this building to the factory. 

 

The journey through the exhibition begins at a reconstructed tunnel, which 

documents the events leading to the fall of Singapore. Newspaper clips, maps and 

historical artefacts line the walls, ceiling and floor of the tunnel. At the same time, 

new facilities such as an audio-visual theatre, with a seating capacity for 76 

people, are also integrated into the refurbishment. The theatre screens specially 

commissioned documentaries, highlighting different aspects of life in Syonan-to 

– the name given to Singapore during the Japanese occupation. The garden plot 

behind the gallery features wartime crops like tapioca, sugar cane and bananas 

with a wooden walkway similar to that found during the period as well as 

explanations of the plants. 

 

Address: 351 Upper Bukit Timah Rd, Singapore 588192 Phone: 6462 6724 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Created by Iuliia Dolgunova (Gazprom Marketing & Trading Singapore) 13.04.2021 
 

 

34 

National Archives of Singapore (NAS) 

 

The National Archives of Singapore (NAS) is the national archives of 

Singapore. It was formed in August 1993 with the merging of the National 

Archives and the Oral History Department. The NAS is responsible for the 

collection and management of records relating to the nation's political, social and 

economic history. NAS also identifies and collects records of historical 

significance from local and overseas private sources. In 1993, both NAS and the 

National Museum of Singapore were brought under the administration of the 

National Heritage Board. Since 1 November 2012, the NAS was brought under 

the administration of the National Library Board (NLB). 

The National Archives was originally established in 1968 for the 

preservation and administration of the nation's archives. It holds records as far 

back as 1800, 19 years before the arrival of Sir Stamford Raffles and the founding 

of the modern nation. The Oral History Centre documents the history of 

Singapore through the use of oral history methodology. NAS has a selection of 

archival materials available for viewing by the public, including public records, 

building plans, oral history recordings, photographs, electronic records and an 

audio-visual collection of microfilms, films, videotapes, colour slides, negatives 

and maps. Nowadays, the NAS has improved access to archives by allowing 

researchers and history enthusiasts to access archives online. Requests for 

archives are made easier with a new online system replacing the need for forms. 
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Since then, the NAS building had undergone an 18-month revamp in 2017, 

the first time since it moved there in 1997. The revamp would fix wear and tear, 

including water-seepage and paint peeling, as well as enhance the look of the 

building with restorations to reflect the building's past. These changes will allow 

the building to blend with its surroundings. The building reopened on 7 April 

2019 with better facilities, with an expanded Oldham Theatre taking 132 people 

instead of 44 before, three new oral history recording studios, microfilm readers 

and expanded conservation labs, as well as lifts installed and levelled floors for 

the disabled. 

Address: 1 Canning Rise, Singapore 179868 
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Nei Xue Tang Museum (Temporarily closed) 

 

 
 

The Nei Xue Tang Museum ("Hall of Inner Learning")is a private museum 

of Buddhist art in Singapore. 

The museum was created by collector Woon Wee Teng under a program 

enacted by the Singapore government to allow collectors to show their collections 

in their own homes. Opened in 2005, the collection is located in a four-storey pre-

war house built in the Peranakan style on Cantonment Road. In 2007 the museum 

announced plans for a much larger museum.  

Nei Xue Tang is the 1st museum approved and operated under a special 

House Museum Scheme set up by the Singapore Authorities. This Scheme 

basically permits prominent collectors in Singapore to display their private 

collections in their homes for public viewing. Nei Xue Tang has the support of 

the Singapore Tourist Promotion Board, Singapore Urban Redevelopment 

Authority (URA) and National Heritage Board of Singapore. The prestigious 

Patron of the Art Award was given by Singapore National Art Council in 

connection with this Museum. 

Address: 235 Cantonment Rd, Singapore 089766, phone: 6372 0189 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhist_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peranakan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantonment_Road,_Singapore
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NUS Museum 

 

The NUS Museum is the oldest university museum in Singapore. It is 

located within the main campus of the National University of Singapore in 

southwest Singapore at Kent Ridge. The collections include Chinese, Indian and 

Southeast Asian materials, consisting of traditional sculptures and paintings, 

bronzes, jades, ceramics, textiles, and modern and contemporary art. Since 2006, 

Ahmad Mashadi has been the head of the museum. 

The NUS Museum has over 8,000 artefacts and artworks divided across 

four collections. The seed collection of its South and Southeast Asian collection 

originated from University of Malaya Art Museum (1955–1961). It contains 

Indian classical sculptures and miniatures, Southeast Asian ceramics, textiles and 

modern art. In 1973, part of the earliest collection reallocated to University of 

Malaya in Kuala Lumpur. Since 1997, the collection was developed and 

expanded to include modern and contemporary art of Southeast Asia. 

 

Address: 50 Kent Ridge Cres, Singapore 119279, phone: 6516 8817 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_University_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent_Ridge
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Singapore Philatelic Museum (closed until end 

of 2021) 

 

The museum, located at 23-B Coleman Street in Singapore, was formerly 

part of the Anglo-Chinese School, completed in 1906. In the 1970s, the building 

became the Methodist Book Room until it was restored to become the present 

museum. The museum is currently closed for renovations. 

Singapore Philatelic Museum opened on 19 August 1995 to promote 

interest in and the appreciation of Singapore's history and heritage in philately. 

Besides the permanent galleries, the theme galleries offer a host of changing 

exhibitions throughout the year. These include displays from the private 

collections of renowned philatelists, travelling exhibitions from overseas and 

themed exhibitions to commemorate new stamp issues. The museum has a stamp 

shop, and is popular with stamp collectors. 

There are files where visitors can inspect all of the Republic of Singapore 

stamps issued. Also on exhibit is a German forgery of a British postage stamp 

printed during World War II which intentionally has a printing error which mocks 

King George VI. 

 

Address: Coleman St, 23-B, Singapore 179807, phone: 6337 3888 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Chinese_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philately
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      Armenian Heritage Gallery 

 

 

 

Located at the newly renovated Parsonage building, situated adjacent to the 

Singapore Armenian Church on 60 Hill Street in Singapore, the Armenian 

Heritage Gallery aims to enhance the level of community outreach and 

engagement by providing a comprehensive, interactive learning experience that 

explores the journey and achievements of the Armenian Communities in 

Singapore and Asia from the early days 

of settlement through to the present day. It is the first Armenian museum of its 

kind to be established in Asia. 

 

The Heritage Gallery comprises multiple elements including a museum, library 

and a small gift shop, and features rare artefacts, books, photos and other 

historical items collected from the various community archives in Singapore, 

Asia, Armenia and worldwide. As part of the Singapore Government’s Heritage 

Trail, the Armenian Heritage Gallery will be an important destination on the 

cultural route for Armenians and visitors alike in Singapore. 

 

“The Armenian Heritage Gallery will complement the visitor’s experience to the 

Singapore Armenian Church, which was gazetted a National Monument in 1973, 

and will provide the visitor greater access to the Armenian Community’s rich 
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history in Singapore and the region,” explained Mr. Karapetyan, Trustee of the 

Armenian Apostolic Church of St. Gregory the Illuminator Singapore. 

 

Armenian Heritage Gallery is bringing another facet of Singapore’s community 

history to Singaporeans. The Armenian Heritage Gallery is a collaboration 

between the Singapore Armenian Community and Armenian communities 

worldwide, and enjoys support under the National Heritage Board's Heritage 

Project Grant. 

 

According to Mr. Alvin Tan, Assistant Chief Executive (Policy & Community) 

of the 

National Heritage Board: “The heritage gallery is a project worth supporting as it 

would not only showcase the distinctive heritage of the Armenian community but 

also facilitate inter-community understanding.” 
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Police and Air Force Museums 

Police Heritage Centre 

 

The Police Heritage Centre (PHC) welcomes visitors with a showcase of 

multifarious exhibits and multimedia displays that highlights the rich history of 

the Singapore Police Force (SPF) from the colonial times till the present day. 

Immerse yourself in the challenges of early policing, the post-WWII period of 

secret societies resurgence and communist subversion, as well as learn how 

community policing has brought the police and community closer together to 

fight crime, making Singapore one of the safest countries in the world. The PHC 

also pays tribute to the heroism and sacrifice of police officers who have died in 

the line of duty to keep Singapore safe and secure. 

Address: 28 Irrawaddy Rd, Singapore 329560, phone: 6478 2123 
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Air Force Museum 

 

The Air Force Museum is a physical embodiment of the history, heritage, 

and values of the Republic of Singapore Air Force. Since its inception at Changi 

Air Base on 1 September 1988, the museum has come a long way. Today, it stands 

in a compound next to Paya Lebar Air Base and creatively combines original 

artefacts with interactive media. The museum provides an engaging hands-on 

experience that breathes new life into the RSAF story for all ages. 

 

Address: 400 Airport Rd, Singapore 534234, Phone: 6461 8507 
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The Army Museum of Singapore 

 

The Army Museum of Singapore is a great place to learn about the 

Singaporean Army. 

Established back in 2007, the interactive museum was built with the 

intentions of honouring the heritage of the army: the men and women in service 

as well as the veterans and their families, while providing educational information 

on the experience of soldiers. 

Army Museum of Singapore, Address & Opening Hours, Jurong West 

The museum features an indoor and outdoor area. Inside, the air-

conditioned galleries showcase photographs and exhibits that tell the story of how 

the army evolved since the 1960s. Learn how the National Service of Singapore 

has changed through the decades, and get a peek into the many humanitarian 

missions the army has done abroad. 

A realistic 4D movie theatre is also found within the museum; it’s a unique 

way to learn about how soldiers lived and what they went through during combat 

missions. The entire story is enhanced using special effects. 

The museum also has numerous attractions for children, such as the 

outdoor playground, the obstacle course inspired by the army’s Standard Obstacle 

Course, and a mock-up of the old barracks which kids love to take photos with. 

Another highlight for kids is the simulation air rifle range, which provides visitors 

with the opportunity to experience what it’s like to shoot an air rifle. 
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Address: 520 Upper Jurong Rd, Singapore 638367 
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The Republic of Singapore Navy Museum 

 

Come and learn more about the Singapore Navy - how it began, the 

challenges the early sailors went through and overcame. Take a trip down 

memory lane, as you view the guns and other components taken from our early 

warships. You may even see the main gun and helm from one of our first ships, 

RSS Panglima. 

Find out more about what makes the Republic of Singapore Navy a modern 

and integrated maritime fighting force - the naval platforms it possesses and the 

arsenal that they pack. The young and the young at heart can try their hands at 

taking out simulated enemy targets with the weapons that the Navy possesses, 

navigate a ship through the busy Singapore Strait, steer a submarine underwater, 

or get a glimpse of what it is like to be a commanding officer of a frigate. 

The people in our "Navy Family" have been the driving force of the Navy's 

achievements. See what they wear, the ties they have forged with their foreign 

counterparts and experience through their eyes the operations that that the Navy 

participates in. From the protection of shores and waters, they have also 

contributed towards numerous overseas operations such as providing 

humanitarian assistance during the disastrous Tsunami that hit Aceh, Indonesia 

in 2004 and countering piracy in the Gulf of Aden since 2009. 

Address: 112 Tanah Merah Coast Rd, Singapore 498794, phone: 6544 5147 
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          Contemporary Singapore Museums 

Singapore Art Museum (SAM) 

  
The Singapore Art Museum (Abbreviation: SAM) is an art 

museum located in the Downtown Core district of Singapore. Formerly a 19th-

century Catholic school, it is the first fully dedicated contemporary visual arts 

museum in Singapore with one of the world’s most important collections by local, 

Southeast and East Asian artists. It collaborates with international art museums 

to co-curate contemporary art exhibitions. 

SAM consists of two adjacent sites. The main building, dating back to 1955 

is the former Saint Joseph’s Institution on Bras Basah Road; the second building 

known as the 'SAM at 8Q' was the former Catholic High School on Queen Street. 

The museum organised the Singapore Biennale in 2011, 2013, 2016, 2019 and 

will continue to do so in 2022.  

Officially opened on 20 January 1996, SAM is one of the first art museums 

with international-standard museum facilities and programmes in Southeast Asia. 

SAM's approach is to present works curated from the permanent collection 

alongside changing exhibitions, to offer a well-rounded aesthetic experience of 

Asian contemporary art. 

Address: 8 Queen St, Singapore 189555, phone: +65 6697 9730 

 

Architect: Charles Benedict Nain 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbreviation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Downtown_Core
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_school
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Biennale
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG908SG908&biw=1920&bih=969&q=singapore+art+museum+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3sDDNKjbTks1OttLPyU9OLMnMz4MzrBJTUopSi4sXscoUZ-alJxbkF6UqJBaVKOSWFqeW5ipApQF8WXZuSwAAAA&ludocid=3690772246983177930&ved=2ahUKEwiMyaro8_HqAhVx6nMBHYb-C3MQ6BMwJHoECCwQAg
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG908SG908&biw=1920&bih=969&q=singapore+art+museum+phone&ludocid=3690772246983177930&ved=2ahUKEwiMyaro8_HqAhVx6nMBHYb-C3MQ6BMwJnoECCwQBQ
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sa=X&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG908SG908&biw=1920&bih=969&q=singapore+art+museum+architect&ved=2ahUKEwiMyaro8_HqAhVx6nMBHYb-C3MQ6BMoADAnegQIEBAC
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ArtScience Museum 

 

 

ArtScience Museum is a museum located within the integrated resort 

of Marina Bay Sands in the Downtown Core of the Central Area in Singapore. 

Opened on 17 February 2011 by Singapore's Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, it 

is the world's first ArtScience museum, featuring major exhibitions that blend art, 

science, culture and technology.  

The architecture is said to be a form reminiscent of a lotus flower. It is 

designed by the Moshe Safdie. 

Referred to as "The Welcoming Hand of Singapore" by Las Vegas 

Sands chairman Sheldon Adelson, the ArtScience Museum is anchored by a 

round base in the middle, with ten extensions referred to as "fingers". The design 

concept for each finger denotes various gallery spaces sporting skylights at the 

"fingertips", which are included as sustainable illumination for the curved interior 

walls. The ArtScience Museum features gallery spaces totalling 50,000 square 

feet (6,000 square meters) for exhibits from combined art/science, 

media/technology, as well as design/architecture motifs. 

Permanent exhibits include objects indicative of the accomplishments of 

both the arts and the sciences through the ages, along the lines of Leonardo da 

Vinci's Flying Machine, a Kongming Lantern, and a high-tech robotic fish.  

 

Address: 6 Bayfront Ave, Singapore 018974, phone: +65 6688 8888 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marina_Bay_Sands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Downtown_Core
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Area,_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moshe_Safdie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Vegas_Sands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Las_Vegas_Sands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheldon_Adelson
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JCU: Museum of Video and Computer Games  

(temporarily closed) 

        
Located in the heart of James Cook University (JCU) along Sims Drive, it 

is the only retro games console museum in South-East Asia! Currently, the 

museum is housed within the student lounge at the ground floor of JCU. 

The museum has a decent collection of gaming consoles which dated all 

the way back to the 1970s! 

The brainchild of this museum is Roberto Dillon, an associate professor in 

game design at James Cook University. He had a collection of retro hardware 

lying around at home and thought it’d be a good idea to share his love of the old-

school with the rest of the world. And the collection of game consoles and games 

are expanding too! Thanks to the avid gamers who donated their video game 

consoles to this museum. 

Address: 149 Sims Dr, Singapore 387380, Phone: +65 6709 3888 
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Mint Museum of Toys 

 

The Mint Museum of Toys is a purpose-built museum showing a private 

collection of vintage toys. It was officially opened on March 5, 2007 and 

officiated by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr George Yeo. The museum is 

located at 26 Seah Street, in the Arts & Heritage district of Singapore. MINT is 

an acronym. The museum collection includes more than 50,000 toys and 

childhood memorabilia from the mid-19th century to mid-20th Century. All the 

toys displayed in the museum are the lifetime collection of Singaporean, Chang 

Yang Fa, an alumnus of St Andrew's School. 

Exhibits on display include Disneyana toys, Astro Boy, Batman, Bonzo the 

Dog, Dan Dare, Popeye the Sailor, Pre-war Japanese toys, including a 'Door of 

Hope' Chinese doll collection dating from the turn of the 20th Century, Teddy 

Bear collection as well as Chinese comics and comic covers dating from 1920s, 

and The Adventures of Tintin collectables. 

The collection is housed within a five-storey contemporary building 

designed by Chan Soo Khian, Principal Architect of SCDA Architects and 

Structural Engineers Web Structures. The building has garnered international 

awards including The Chicago Athenaeum, Museum of Architecture and Design 

“International Architecture Awards” 2007 and was Runners Up in the 

Commercial Building Category for the Cityscape Architectural Review Award, 

held on 4 December 2006, at Cityscape Dubai 2006. The museum was awarded 



 

Created by Iuliia Dolgunova (Gazprom Marketing & Trading Singapore) 13.04.2021 
 

 

50 

the 2007 International Architectural Award for Best New Global Design by the 

Chicago Athenaeum. 

The window-less building prevents UV-rays from reaching the exhibits; 

the shelves are fitted with LED lights; shelvings are designed such that no 

shadows are cast on the exhibits. The building's signature facade, which is made 

up of 26 glass panes shaped into a wavelike structure, gives the museum an iconic 

status in Singapore's urban landscape. "Moment of Imagination and Nostalgia 

with Toys". 

 

Address: 26 Seah St, Singapore 188382, phone: +65 6339 0660 
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Red Dot Design Museum 

 
 

Red Dot Design Museum is the physical embodiment of the 

international Red Dot Design Award. Learn and enjoy good design from 

over 200 design works on exhibition from one of the most prestigious design 

awards in the World.  

Specially curated Human-Nature explores how human excel beyond 

our natural ability - with technologies and algorithm to become super 

humans. The exhibition showcases design works from across disciplines 

including innovative products, research concepts, communication works and 

art.  

In 1955, the “Ständige Schau Formschöner Industrieerzeugnisse” 

(Permanent Show of Elegant Industrial Products) was established in Villa 

Hügel in Essen, Germany. It evolved over the years to become the Red Dot 

Design Museum. Every year, design experts from all over the world convene 

to decide works from product design, design concept and communication 

design to be awarded. The experts make up the jury for the international Red 

Dot Awards for Product Design, Communication Design and Design 

Concept. All entries are tested, discussed and assessed for their innovative 

design quality based on different criteria depending on their tasks and 

purposes. Only the best pass through rigorous adjudication process to 

https://www.museum.red-dot.sg/exhibition-permanent-collection
https://www.museum.red-dot.sg/design-exhibitions
https://www.museum.red-dot.sg/exhibition-human-nature
https://www.red-dot.org/about-red-dot/history
https://www.red-dot.org/pd
https://www.red-dot.org/cd
https://www.red-dot.sg/
https://www.red-dot.sg/
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receive the coveted Red Dot quality seal - and thus their deserved place in 

the Red Dot Design Museum. 

In 2017, the Singapore Red Dot Design Museum moved to its present 

location along the Marina Bay after a 12 year period since it was first 

established in 2005 along Maxwell Road. A visit to the museum is more than 

just an education trip by entering into a world of design. It is one of the 

interesting places to visit in Singapore. 

In addition to design exhibitions, the museum features one of the best 

design shop where carefully curated design objects from around the world 

as well as the ones produced by Singapore designers can be found. 

Address: 11 Marina Blvd, Singapore 018940, phone: 6514 0111 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.museum.red-dot.sg/worldofdesign
https://www.museum.red-dot.sg/design-shop
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         The Singapore Coins and Notes Museum 

 
 

The Singapore Coins and Notes Museum is the first museum in Singapore 

dedicated to displaying currency. Showcasing the evolution of Singapore's 

currency from the 1800s to present day through intimate and novel exhibits, the 

museum aims to provide an interesting learning journey to local visitors and 

tourists alike. 

Enter a world of coins and notes from pre- and post-independence 

Singapore, and find out how foreign coins and notes eventually gave way to 

Singapore-made currency that was vital in her early nation building days. 

With a range of currency from the earliest objects used for barter trade to 

the latest cutting-edge polymer notes on display, the Museum is also a showcase 

of the innovative excellence of the Singapore Mint and the Monetary Authority 

of Singapore in the design and production of world-renowned coins and notes. 

For the curious and young-at-heart, let the Singapore Coins and Notes 

Museum satisfy your inquisitive mind. There are interactive and educational 

displays, which include an interesting section on the peculiar ways of which coins 

and notes are used for weddings, ornamentation and other purposes in different 

cultures. 

Address: 133 New Bridge Rd, #02-18 ChinaTown Point, Singapore 059413 

Phone: 6222 2486 
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The Singapore Sports Museum 

 

The Singapore Sports Museum was established in 1983 to preserve and 

showcase Singapore's sporting heritage. It was opened to the public in May 1983 

to coincide with the staging of the 12th SEA Games in Singapore. 

The museum was closed with the official closure of National Stadium on 

30 June 2007. The sporting mementoes will be moved to a new gallery at 

the Singapore Sports Council's (SSC) temporary office and heritage corners of 

selected SSC sports and recreation centres such as Jurong West and Sengkang, 

until the completion of the Singapore Sports Hub in 2011. The new Singapore 

Sports Museum at the Singapore Sports Hub will feature other integrated facilities 

such as a visitor centre, sports library, and a sports information and resource 

centre.  

The Singapore Sports Museum is affiliated to the International Association 

of Sports Museums and Hall of Fame (IASMHF) based in the United States since 

1984. It is also a member of the Museum Roundtable, set up by the National 

Heritage Board. 

 

Address: 6 Stadium Walk, Singapore 397698, phone: 6653 8900 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SEA_Games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Sports_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sengkang_Sports_Complex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Sports_Hub
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visitor_centre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=International_Association_of_Sports_Museums&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=International_Association_of_Sports_Museums&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Heritage_Board_(Singapore)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Heritage_Board_(Singapore)
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Singapore Musical Box 

 

Musical Boxes were an important symbol of European culture dating back 

to the 19th century and early 20th century. 

Historical resources have shown that Singapore played an integral part in 

the progress and development of musical boxes in South-east Asia during that 

time frame.  

In this Singapore’s first musical box museum, the  aim to share the 

historical background from the rise to the fall of the musical boxes to how it made 

its way to Singapore in the 19th century to the public. 

Moreover,  to function as a repository for academic research, education and 

above all, preservation of such artifacts in Singapore for future generations. 

 

Address: 168 Telok Ayer St, Singapore 068619, Phone: 6221 0102 
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The Gem Museum 

 
  The Gem Museum is the first and foremost comprehensive gems and 

minerals museum in Singapore, open to the public. It is founded and set up in 

2015 by Ms. Loke Huiying and co-founded by the director of Far East Gems and 

Jewellery, Mr. Tay Kunming. 

Ms. Loke is a certified trainer in gemmology and she has been training 

jewellery professionals and business owners since 2009. While Mr. Tay is a 

certified gemmologist, diamond trader and gem dealer.  A husband and wife team, 

Kunming and Huiying work closely together to build a dream - a dream to spread 

their passion and knowledge on natural gems to many through building a 

company with global standards and creative platforms. 

        The Gem Museum features a wide variety of gemstones and minerals from 

all corners of the world, educating visitors on the Mine to Market pipeline with 

regards to Value, Quality and Authenticity. One of their popular workshops is 

called "How To Buy Gemstones". 

It envisions being the international platform that bridge between the 

gemstone industry and the rest of the world. 

Address: 26 Kandahar St, Level 2, Singapore 198888, phone: 6734 3172 
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Science Centre Singapore 

 

The Science Centre Singapore (SCS, previously known as Singapore 

Science Centre)[1] is a scientific institution in Jurong East, Singapore, 

specialising in the promotion of scientific and technological education for the 

general public. With over 850 exhibits spread over eight exhibition galleries, it 

sees over a million visitors a year, and over 25 million visitors up to the year 2003 

when it celebrated its s he Science Centre was carved out of the National Museum 

of Singapore as a separate institution so that the latter could focus on its artistic 

and historical collections. This idea was first mooted in 1969 by the former 

Science Council of Singapore, now known as the Agency for Science, 

Technology and Research (A*Star), and was approved by the government. 

The SCS building's design was decided by an architectural competition 

organised by the Science Centre Board, in which Raymond Woo architects' entry 

was selected. Built at a cost of S$12 million on a 60,000-square-metre (650,000 

sq ft) site in Jurong East, it was officially opened on 10 December 1977 by Dr. 

Toh Chin Chye, the Minister-in-charge of the centre. In 1987, the centre saw a 

significant expansion with the opening of Singapore's first and only OMNIMAX 

theatre, the Omni-Theatre. Costing $18 million, it has a 276-seat theatre 

underneath a 23-metre (75 ft) tilted dome. In 1999, a $38 million renovation 

expanded the centre's exhibition space with larger open areas, a direct connection 

to the separate Omni-Theatre building, as well as a new entrance. In 2000, Snow 
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City, a recreation of a −5 °C (23 °F) environment in tropical Singapore, was set 

up beside the Omni-Theatre. 

Address: 15 Science Centre Rd, Singapore 609081, phone: 6425 2500 
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Singapore City Gallery 

 

Located between historic Chinatown and the Central Business District, 

Singapore City Gallery is a three storey visitor centre which houses an enormous 

model replica, giving visitors a complete view of the Central Area of Singapore. 

It also shows the city's physical transformation past, present and future. 

Formerly known as the URA Gallery, it was established in January 1999, 

and is currently still managed by the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), a 

statutory board under the Ministry of National Development, whose role is to plan 

and facilitate Singapore's long term land use and physical development. 

Singapore City Gallery, the only permanent exhibit that tells the story of 

the nation's physical planning efforts, has 10 thematic areas and more than 50 

audiovisual and interactive exhibits occupying the first three floors of the Urban 

Redevelopment Authority building on Maxwell Road in the Central Area. The 

first floor is reserved for temporary displays on topics such as urban planning, 

architecture, and other areas relevant to the Urban Redevelopment Authority's 

remit. The second floor houses a scale replica of central Singapore, called the 

Central Area Model. The third floor comprises permanent exhibits on topics such 

as preservation of historically significant buildings, sustainable development, and 

urban design. The Gallery as a whole occupies a total area of 2400 square metres.  
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The Central Area Model is an 11 metre by 10 metre architectural model of 

Central Singapore. Modelled at a scale of 1:400, it is mainly constructed from 

balsa wood and acrylic, and is composed of various individual area models built 

for public consultations in past decades, which were then assembled in 1998 into 

one large model for display in the Gallery. The model is frequently updated and 

is used by Urban Redevelopment Authority architects as a working model of the 

area to simulate new growth areas and discuss options between community, 

developers and government. In addition to showing currently existing buildings 

in the area, the model also models plans for as-yet-unbuilt buildings. 

The Gallery, designed for self-discovery, has many interactive exhibits and 

stations, one of which is Central Area Discoverer, an interactive library of more 

than 100 video stories and 1000 pictures of the centre's past, present and future, 

the urban planning efforts in finding innovative solution to space constraints and 

a growing population, balancing old world charm with an ultra modern cityscape. 

The Discoverer is the interactive core of Rediscover Singapore, a unique online 

cultural resource for residents that was honoured a Finalist of the Stockholm 

Challenge Award in 2008, under the Culture Category. The Award is an annual 

international award selected by a jury comprising some of the foremost global IT-

entrepreneurs. 

Address: 45 Maxwell Road The URA Centre, 069118, phone: 6221 6666 
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Singapore Discovery Centre 

 

The Singapore Discovery Centre is an 'edutainment' and tourist attraction 

located in Jurong West, Singapore. The centre includes exhibits which display 

the history of Singapore as well as an insight on the future. The mission of 

Singapore Discovery Centre (SDC) is to share the Singapore Story and inspire a 

desire to contribute to Singapore's future. SDC provides a mind-and-heart-

engaging and multi-sensory learning experience which spans a selection of 

integrated themes. Visitors can learn about what makes Singapore tick and gain 

insights into Singapore's challenges, dreams and aspirations. 

In its first phase it developed in a story telling interactive experience 

showing Singapore's recent history - living under the flags of Britain, Japan, 

Britain, Malaysia before becoming an independent nation. Milestones in that 

journey were picked out in a theatrical setting. 'Singapore Today' showed the 

vibrant life in late 20th century Singapore. Interactive quizzes allowed visitors to 

discover facts about Singapore. The visually dramatic 'future' exhibit showed that 

war and peace are two sides of the same coin. 

Other galleries include mini-theaters showing the role of tactics and 

planning in everyday life and showcased the Singapore Armed Forces. Indoor 
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exhibits include 'So Singapore Theatre, Gateway, Portals, Build it, Crisis 

Simulation Theatre, Harmony Circle etc. 

Outdoor exhibits includes a playground and the a display of aircraft. The 

Chief Exhibit Designer for the centre's creation is UK based Neal Potter. The 

centre was planned by Canadian company Lord Cultural Resources and the 

building was designed by Architects from Australia. 

Address: 510 Upper Jurong Rd, Singapore 638365, phone: 6792 6188 
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The Singapore Ants Museum 

 

Ants are all around us. Ants are one of the most advanced species on the 

planet that have survived for the past 120 Million years! But yet, there is so much 

that we do not know about these amazing creatures. The Singapore Ant Museum, 

explore an unseen world of ants and gain a better understanding of the creature 

through 50 different native species, and some 25 intricately designed 

formicariums, or ant farms. 

The educational journey begins on the second floor, which houses a variety of ant 

species, sourced from various “secret spots” around Singapore. Peep at the 

menacing Trap-jaw Ants, which comes with huge mandibles that can snap shut 

at staggering speeds, creating a force so large it propels the ant away from danger. 

Or witness the feeding of Asian Army Ants, a species with drastic size difference 

among its workers. 

Then head down to the first floor, and admire the many ant-inspired paintings and 

artworks that line the walls. But more striking are the majestic formicarium 

creations – conceptualised and created by Zat to double up as works of art. A zen 

garden, a golden music box, and even a depiction of the Garden of Eden, are just 

some whimsical examples of how Zat interprets his personal reflections through 

the life of ants. 
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He hopes that through a visit to The Singapore Ant Museum, people can see the 

tiny insect in a different light. “There are just so many similarities between ants 

and humans,” 
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                     Military and War Museums 

The Battle Box 

 

The Battle Box is the popular name of the Fort Canning Bunker, formerly 

known as Headquarters Malaya Command Operations Bunker, constructed 

under Fort Canning Hill, Singapore, as an emergency, bomb-proof command 

centre during the Malayan Campaign and the Battle of Singapore. The Battle Box 

is currently a museum and tourist attraction. 

Fort Canning Hill is a small hill in the Central Area of Singapore 

Island. Stamford Raffles had built a residence there in 1823, but when the Straits 

Settlement, which included Singapore, became a crown colony in 1867, a fort 

was constructed on the hill. However, by the turn of the century, the construction 

of other defences around Singapore rendered the Fort Canning fortifications 

surplus to requirements.  

Located nearly 30 feet beneath the hill, the Fort Canning Bunker, also 

known as the Headquarters Malaya Command Operations Bunker, was 

constructed in 1936 and completed by 1941. Sources vary as to the number of 

rooms in the bunker; one states 22, while another, authored by the journalist who 

rediscovered the Battle Box, claims 29 rooms. The bunker was constructed with 

one metre thick (3 feet) reinforced concrete walls to withstand direct hits from 

bombs and shells. The complex included a telephone exchange connected to all 

military and most civilian switchboards in Malaya, various signals and operations 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Canning_Hill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malayan_Campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Area,_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamford_Raffles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straits_Settlement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Straits_Settlement
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rooms, sleeping quarters and latrines. The bunker also included a cipher room for 

coding and decoding messages, but by the time of the fall of Malaya, this work 

had been shifted elsewhere and the cipher room was used as sleeping 

quarters. The Commander of Fixed Defences, Brigadier Curtis, co-ordinated the 

coastal artillery strikes on naval targets from the bunker.  

The decision to surrender Singapore was made by Lieutenant-General 

Percival in a meeting on the morning of 15 February 1942. Held in the 

'Commander, Anti-Aircraft Defence Room' of the bunker, a number of senior 

officers were in attendance, including Generals Bennett, Heath and Simmons. 

With diminishing water supplies, and no viable options for launching a 

counterattack, the decision was made to seek terms with the Japanese.  

The Fort Canning Bunker was later occupied by Japanese forces during 

the Japanese Occupation of Singapore and used for communications right up to 

the time of the Japanese surrender. At the conclusion of the Second World War, 

the bunker complex itself appears to have been looted in the aftermath of the 

Japanese surrender. Upon re-entry to the complex in 1988, evidence of a number 

of excavations were observed, presumably attempts to find loot that may have 

been concealed by the Japanese. 

After the war, Fort Canning Hill was again used by the British as the 

Singapore Base District Headquarters. The British handed over Fort Canning to 

the Singapore Armed Forces in 1968–69, and the buildings of Fort Canning Hill 

served for a time as the Singapore Command and Staff College. The Fort Canning 

Bunker, having remained empty and unused since the war, was sealed off in the 

late 1960s due to safety concerns and its exact location forgotten. It was brought 

back into the public eye when it was "rediscovered" by a journalist in 1988, who 

was following a number of leads claiming the existence of an underground bunker 

complex on Fort Canning Hill.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Bennett_(general)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Heath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_Occupation_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Command_and_Staff_College
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The Fort Canning Bunker was developed into a museum depicting the final 

days of the Battle of Singapore. The museum, called the Battle Box, was formally 

opened on 15 February 1997, on the 55th anniversary of the surrender of 

Singapore. 

Address: 2 Cox Terrace, Singapore 179622, phone: +65 6338 6133 
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The Johore Battery 

 

The Johore Battery was a former British coastal artillery battery located in 

Changi on the easternmost side of mainland Singapore. It consisted of three large 

BL 15-inch Mk. I naval guns installed on land by the British government in the 

late 1930s to defend the approaching path to the east of the island to their large 

naval base located at Sembawang in the north (accessed via the Johor Straits) 

from an attacking enemy naval force. 

The former site of the Johore battery now includes a replica of the large 

naval gun and a dummy 15-inch shell, placed upon a modern large lifting-lever; 

allowing visitors to have a feel of its 800kg weight by trying to hoist it up from 

the ground. The old, and still inaccessible, tunnels are marked out in a maze of 

above ground trails. A plaque detailing the history of the battery is present at the 

hut forming the entrance to the site. 

Address: 27 Cosford Rd, Singapore 499549, Phone: 8423 7117 
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Resorts World Sentosa Museums 

Maritime experiential museum and aquarium 

 

The Maritime Experiential Museum ((Maritime Museum and Aquarium)), 

formerly the Maritime Xperiential Museum and the Maritime Experiential 

Museum & Aquarium, was a museum in Resorts World Sentosa, Sentosa, 

Singapore, built to house the Jewel of Muscat. It was opened on 15 October 2011 

and was closed on 2 March 2020. 

An innovative, interactive and multi-sensorial museum, The Maritime 

Experiential Museum is the only museum in Singapore where visitors can 

experience Asia’s rich maritime history and discover Singapore’s past as a trading 

port. This trip back in time begins along the ancient Maritime Silk Route, which 

recreates the sights, sounds and scents of the bustling bazaars and where you can 

interact with the exhibits. See a fascinating trove of precious artefacts from the 

Bakau shipwreck and Temasek archaeological site that can be found at the 

Maritime Archaeology Gallery. View life-sized ship replicas of Asian sailing 

vessels from the docks at the Historic Ship Harbour, and learn more about Asia’s 

maritime and cultural heritage through the museum’s education programmes. 

This unforgettable visit ends on a nail-biting note in the 360º multimedia Typhoon 

Theatre where visitors ‘board’ a sailing ship and encounter a perilous storm. The 

most amazing voyage of discovery awaits at The Maritime Experiential Museum. 

 

Address: 8 Sentosa Gateway, 098269, phone: +65 6577 8899 
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Madame Tussauds Singapore 

       

Madame Tussauds Singapore is a Wax museum and tourist attraction at 

the Imbiah Lookout of Sentosa Island in Singapore. It officially opened on 25 

October 2014 as the seventh Asian branch of the Madame Tussauds chain of wax 

attractions worldwide. 

 At Madame Tussauds Singapore, it is not just about wax figures. There are 

various experiences guest can enjoy. Madame Tussauds Singapore is the first 

Madame Tussauds in the world with an actor-led show and boat ride. 

Madame Tussauds Singapore has recently launched the first in Asia Marvel 

4D cinema on 14 December 2017. Guests will truly feel the thrill in Marvel 4D 

cinema, transporting them straight into the heart of an action-packed feature, and 

the battle between good and evil. Meet your favourite super heroes, Iron Man, 

Spider-Man! 

 

Address: 40 Imbiah Rd, Sentosa, 099700, phone: +65 6715 4000 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wax_museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourist_attraction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imbiah_Lookout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentosa_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madame_Tussauds
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Images of Singapore (Sentosa) 

 

Discover the incredible story of Singapore, a little fishing settlement that 

became one of the most influential and marvelous cities in the world. Images of 

Singapore LIVE give you the insight into the past of the city, recreating its sights, 

atmosphere, sounds and even smells. A character-guided tour of the immersive 

themed installations with special effects bring the 200-year history of the city to 

life. 

Address: 40 Imbiah Rd, Imbiah Lookout, 099700, phone: 6715 4000 
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Fort Siloso 

 

Fort Siloso is the sole restored coastal gun battery from the 12 such 

batteries which made up "Fortress Singapore" at the start of World War II. The 

fort is situated on Pulau Blakang Mati (now Sentosa), an island south of mainland 

Singapore. The fort is now a military museum open to the public. The Surrender 

Chambers in Fort Siloso reopened in June 2017 with a refreshed exhibition and 

free admission. 

The word "Siloso" of the fort's name is derived from a Malayan word 

meaning "rock". There was a huge rock at the mouth of Singapore's harbour 

which imposed a hazard to passing shipping. With trade ever flourishing in 

Singapore since the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, it became necessary to 

protect Singapore's port. Based on the report by Major Edward Lake of the British 

Royal Engineers, a fort was decided to be built on Pulau Blakang Mati (Sentosa) 

in 1874 to protect Keppel Harbour. As part of the planned fortifications, Mount 

Siloso's top was blown off to flatten it for the installation of coastal-artillery gun 

platforms. By the 1880s, several gun batteries were located on Mount Siloso and 

Mount Serapong (facing north towards mainland Singapore on Sentosa's northern 

coast) on Pulau Blakang Mati, becoming a stronghold of British naval defences 

in Singapore. 

The forts were designed and built to defend Singapore against an invasion 

by sea from the south. However, during the Battle of Singapore in February of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentosa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulau_Ujong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulau_Ujong
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1942, the guns were instead turned 180 degrees inland to fire at rapidly-advancing 

Japanese forces approaching Singapore from the north (via British Malaya).  

The building at the entrance of Fort Siloso is now known as the Surrender 

Chambers and has a vivid portrayal of the scenes of the British and Japanese 

surrenders in WWII with actual footage of the war being played interactively. 

This is on the upper storey, with the ground floor having been turned into a 

souvenir shop. During the Japanese occupation of Singapore from 1942 to 1945, 

the fort was used as a small prisoner-of-war camp. 

Fort Siloso became a Catholic retreat for locally-based British forces until 

Sentosa was handed over to the Singapore government following the British 

military withdrawal starting in 1967. The Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) then 

took control over the fort. 

Fort Siloso was then converted into a military museum in 1974, displaying 

its history and various naval guns. Other coastal guns (both British and Japanese) 

from different parts of Singapore, such as a pair of Japanese naval cannons 

discovered and brought over from Mandai, were put here for display. It had 

previously held the display of the British surrender of Singapore in February of 

1942 until its relocation to the former Ford Motor Factory (the actual site of the 

British surrender) in Bukit Timah in the early 2000s. 

 

Address: Siloso Rd, 099981, phone: 6736 8672 
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Trick eye museum 

 

Trick Eye Museum in Singapore is an internationally-renowned 3D art 

museum from Korea. With its huge array of hand-painted art exhibits made by 

dedicated Korean artists, each exhibit comes alive with the use of a special art 

technique, called Trompe-l’oeil, that makes 2D art pop up into 3D! Feel, touch, 

and interact with the exhibits in 6 different zones, and enjoy a day filled with fun, 

laughter, adventure and excitement. Get a heightened experience of the Trick Eye 

Museum with their very own Augmented Reality mobile app, where you'll see a 

whole new world of AR appear before your very eyes! Discover a hidden word 

that is seen only through the app by downloading the free “Trickeye-Singapore” 

mobile app from the Google Play Store or App Store, and watch as your photos 

and videos come alive with hidden animals, magic, fireworks and other special 

effects! Come experience our latest exhibits all the way from Korea! Do battle 

with a ferocious sea dragon, take a walk on the wild side among giant dinosaurs 

or try to escape the clutches of the evil witch if you’re up for an adventure. Or 

stroll through the colourful Rainbow Room with larger than life candy if you’re 

looking for Insta-worthy photos. Challenge yourself to take the most creative 

optical illusion photos, and enjoy a day filled with laughter, fun and memories. 

Address: 26 Sentosa Gateway, #01-43/44, 098138, Phone: 6795 23 
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      Wildlife Reserves Singapore 

Singapore ZOO 

 

The Singapore Zoo, formerly known as the Singapore Zoological 

Gardens or Mandai Zoo and now commonly known locally as the Singapore Zoo, 

occupies 28 hectares (69 acres) on the margins of Upper Seletar 

Reservoir within Singapore's heavily forested central catchment area. The zoo 

was built at a cost of $9 million granted by the government of Singapore and 

opened on 27 June 1973. It is operated by Wildlife Reserves Singapore, who also 

manage the neighbouring Night Safari, River Safari and the Jurong Bird Park. 

There are about 315 species of animal in the zoo, of which some 16 percent are 

considered to be threatened species. The zoo attracts 1.7 million visitors each 

year.  

From the beginning, Singapore Zoo followed the modern trend of 

displaying animals in naturalistic, 'open' exhibits with hidden barriers, moats, and 

glass between the animals and visitors. It houses the largest captive colony 

of orangutans in the world.  

Animals are kept in spacious, landscaped enclosures separated from the 

visitors by dry and wet moats. The moats are concealed with vegetation or 

dropped below the line of sight. Dangerous animals that can climb well are 

housed in landscaped glass-fronted enclosures. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_Seletar_Reservoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_Seletar_Reservoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Water_Catchment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_Reserves_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_Safari,_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Safari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurong_Bird_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Threatened_species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orangutan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moat
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The zoo has not expanded beyond the original 28 hectares. However, 40 

hectares of secondary forest were later developed into the Night Safari. The 

remaining undeveloped land has been kept as wooded land. This and the waters 

of Upper Seletar Reservoir contribute to the zoo, giving it a sense of natural, 

unrestricted space. 

 

    Address: 80 Mandai Lake Rd, 729826, Phone: 6269 3411 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_Seletar_Reservoir
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Night Safari 

 

The Night Safari is the world's first nocturnal zoo and is one of the most 

popular tourist attractions in Singapore. 

The concept of a nocturnal park in Singapore was suggested in the 1980s 

by the former executive chairman of the Singapore Zoo, Dr Ong Swee Law. 

Constructed at a cost of S$63 million, the Night Safari was officially opened on 

26 May 1994 and occupies 35 hectares (86 acres) of secondary rainforest adjacent 

to the Singapore Zoo and Upper Seletar Reservoir. 

The Night Safari currently houses over 900 animals representing over 100 

species, of which 41% are threatened species. The Night Safari is managed by 

Wildlife Reserves Singapore, and about 1.3 million visitors visit the safari per 

year.The Night Safari received its 11 millionth visitor on 29 May 2007. 

Address: 80 Mandai Lake Rd, Singapore 729826 
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River Safari 

 

The River Safari is a river-themed zoo and aquarium located in 

Singapore. It is built over 12 hectares (30 acres) and nestled between its two 

counterparts, the Singapore Zoo and the Night Safari, Singapore. It is the 

first of its kind in Asia and features freshwater exhibits and a river boat ride 

as its main highlights. The safari was built at a cost of S$160m, with an 

expected visitor rate of 820,000 people yearly. 

The Giant Panda Forest was opened to the public on 29 November 

2012,with a soft opening on 3 April 2013, attracting close to 1,500 visitors. 

This attraction is the fourth zoo in Singapore, along with the Singapore Zoo, 

Jurong Bird Park, and Night Safari, all of which are managed by Wildlife 

Reserves Singapore. The park was officially opened on 28 February 2014, 

and it was announced that more than 1.1 million have visited the River Safari 

since its soft opening in April 2013. 

The park consists of a total of 10 different ecosystems around the 

world, including the River Nile, Ganges River, Yangtze River, Mississippi, 

Amazon as well as the Tundra. It features 5000 animals of 300 species, 

including numerous that are endangered. Among these are anacondas, 

electric eels, Mekong freshwater stingrays, West Indian manatees, Mekong 

giant catfish, giant pandas, gharials, red pandas, golden pheasants, 

paddlefish, jaguars, squirrel monkeys, giant salamanders, giant otters and 
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Chinese alligators that are part of an exchange program with the Asahiyama 

Zoo in Hokkaidō, Japan. 

The Amazon Flooded Forest exhibit, which houses the manatees and 

various South American fish, contains 2,000 m3 (71,000 cu ft) of water and 

has a viewing panel that measures 22 m × 4 m (72 ft × 13 ft). Its volume and 

the size of the viewing panel are both world records for a freshwater 

aquarium. 

Address: 80 Mandai Lake Rd, Singapore 729826 
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Jurong Bird Park 

 

Jurong Bird Park is an aviary and tourist attraction in Jurong, Singapore. 

The bird park, managed by Wildlife Reserves Singapore, covers an area of 0.2 

square kilometres (49 acres) on the western slope of Jurong Hill, the highest point 

in the Jurong region. It is one of the park managed by Wildlife Reserves 

Singapore with Singapore Zoo, Night Safari and River Safari. 

Wildlife Reserves Singapore reported on 1 June 2016 that in 2020, Jurong 

Bird Park will be relocated to Mandai Lake Road with a new name for the Bird 

Park. Operations at the Bird Park will continues as per normal. 

The idea of a permanent aviary was first conceived by the late Dr Goh Keng 

Swee, then Minister for Finance, in 1968. During a World Bank meeting in Rio 

de Janeiro, Dr Goh visited its zoological garden and was impressed with its free-

flight aviary. He set out to ensure that Singaporeans would have a place where 

they could escape from urban life and relax with nature.  

Work on the aviary started in January 1969. A 35-acre site on the western 

slope of Bukit Peropok in Jurong was chosen for the project. The bird park was 

expected to be completed by the end of 1969. On 3 January 1971, Jurong Bird 

Park, built at a cost of S$3.5 million, was opened to the public.  

Jurong Bird Park is now a world-famous bird zoo where there are specimens of 

magnificent bird life from around the world, including a large flock of flamingos. 

It is currently the world's largest bird park in terms of the number of birds, and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_Reserves_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurong_Hill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_Reserves_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_Reserves_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Zoo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_Safari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Safari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_Reserves_Singapore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goh_Keng_Swee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goh_Keng_Swee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_de_Janeiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_de_Janeiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoological_garden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aviary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bukit_Peropok
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_dollar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flamingo
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second largest both in the number of bird species and land area (after 

Germany's Weltvogelpark Walsrode). There are 5,000 birds of 400 species in 

Jurong Bird Park, of which 29 are of threatened species.  

In 2006, Jurong Bird Park completed a S$10 million makeover. As a result 

of the upgrade, the park got a new entrance plaza, a park-owned and 

managed Bongo Burgers restaurant, an ice cream parlour, a gift shop and a bird 

hospital.  

Address: 2 Jurong Hill, 628925 
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Marine Life Park 

 
The S.E.A. Aquarium (South East Asia Aquarium) was the world's largest 

aquarium by total water volume until overtaken by Chimelong Ocean 

Kingdom in Hengqin, China.  It contains a total of 45,000,000 litres 

(9,900,000 imp gal; 12,000,000 US gal) of water for more than 100,000 marine 

animals of over 800 species. The aquarium comprises 10 zones with 49 habitats. 

The centerpiece of the aquarium is the Open Ocean tank with more than 

18,000,000 l (4,000,000 imp gal; 4,800,000 US gal) and 50,000 animals. Until 

2014 when eclipsed by China's Chimelong Ocean Kingdom, it had the world's 

largest viewing panel, 36-metre (118 ft) wide and 8.3-metre (27 ft) tall, which is 

intended to give visitors the feeling of being on the ocean floor. They also have a 

conservation group called Guardians of the S.E.A.A.,  which supports research, 

education and public engagement efforts to protect the marine environment. 

The aquarium houses the world's largest collection of manta rays, 

including one of only a few giant oceanic manta rays in captivity. It also 

showcases 24 Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins, scalloped hammerhead sharks, 

the Japanese spider crab, and relatively uncommonly-exhibited species such as 

the guitarfish and the chambered nautilus.  

Address: 8 Sentosa Gateway, 098269, phone: 6577 8888 
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