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I am really happy to join you for the Gita Jayanti. I am even happier that it is 

taking place here in Singapore. And, nineteen years after it started, it has 

become an important fixture in the cultural calendar of Singapore. It is 

wonderful to see such a large turnout.  What is special – but is not surprising 

– that the Gita Jayanti has brought together under one roof Indians from 

different associations, regional and linguistic backgrounds, those whose 

ancestors came generations ago and those who have come to Singapore more 

recently.  

I have been in Singapore for under four months. I have interacted with the 

Indian community through various forums, platforms and festivals, and many 

individually. Your success in Singapore in every walk of life is impressive and 

admirable. But, your emotional connection with India and the passion and 

commitment – and also the sheer quality and standard - with which you have 

nurtured your cultural, religious and spiritual tradition is remarkable and 

special.  You have also set an example in harmonious co-existence among 

yourselves and with others in Singapore. It has a lot to do with the space and 

opportunity provided by this multicultural environment of Singapore, but it 

has also a lot to with you, and with our Indian ethos, in which living in diversity 

comes naturally to us. 

I have in recent days been to festivals like Thaipusam and Mahashivaratri. 

Yesterday, I joined the Singapore Malayalee Association for their centenary 

celebrations. Today, I am here for Gita Jayanti. 

I am hardly qualified to speak about or interpret Bhagavat Gita. But, how many 

of us can really claim to do that in all honesty. For five millennia, it has been 

a spiritual and philosophical guide to an entire civilisation; for five thousand 

years, men and women have dived into its depth to understand its message 

and the Truth; sages, scholars, philosophers and religious teachers have tried 

to interpret its message for us. And, now, as the world discovered it, it has 

become a subject of universal study.  

That is the power of Divine Message. It is timeless and universal. It endures 

through time and space.  It is hard to fully comprehend it, or to say I have 

understood it fully. It is a journey of discovery, with no final destination, but 

constant progress. 

It is hard to express it in words. How do you translate “Tat Tvam Asi” or “Thou 

art That” in words. The three words have produced probably the largest body 

of philosophical and spiritual writings. How do you actually translate the word 

Dharma, or even Gyan, Bhakti or Karma? 

These are in the realm of personal experiences. It is felt within ourselves. 



That is why when people say, I have read the Gita, it appears that the spiritual 

quest is complete and they have nothing new to learn or understand. Instead, 

we should say, I am reading the Gita, even if you have read it several times. 

There are a few things we mortals can certainly say about Gita 

The sheer beauty and power of its poetry is compelling, multi-layered and 

enlightened. 

The sermon is delivered on the battlefield of Kurukshetra in an epic battle full 

of ethical dilemmas.  But, that is only metaphorical. Indeed, Gita quickly moves 

beyond the immediate context of the battlefield to the larger realm. The 

battlefield is a metaphor for the battlefields and struggles of our own lives – 

both within and, by extension, without.  Each moment, each day, we face 

choices and dilemmas of thoughts, motives and actions.    

We also know that the 18 chapters take us through three phases - our Self, the 

divine and the realisation of your true self and how to become one with the 

divine. 

What is also special about Bhagavat Gita is that it builds on the intellectual 

and philosophical tradition of Vedas and Upanishads to deal with action and 

duty.  That is truly important. Not many can or even should seek the path of 

renunciation and live a life of metaphysical contemplation. Indeed, Gita rightly 

differentiates between sanyasa and tyag – between giving up worldly life and 

renunciation of attachment with the fruits of your action, to perform your 

Dharma or duty in its purest form, for its own sake, in complete surrender to 

the Divine Will, without concern for the rewards or even consequences, of 

pleasure or pain, of success or failure. 

So often, we mask the true motives of our action or inaction in virtue or nobility. 

We may perform a good deed, say charity, with the real motive of fame or power 

or reciprocity of love. That is where our problems begin. It does not mean that 

as humans we can’t or should not feel happy with the rewards; but, the purity 

of motive, performance of duty because that is your Dharma, the joy of doing 

what you are doing with devotion and integrity, and doing it well, should be 

the driving force. Look at tiger or lion. It kills, but does so without malice, 

anger, greed, etc.  

The relevance of Gita to our lives should not be restricted to the metaphysical 

and spiritual quest, important as it is. We should see how we can seek out the 

actual living truths and apply the teachings to our individual lives and to the 

world around us. 

One, in our individual lives, we can become more centred, stable, productive; 

neither swept too much by success or pleasure, nor sink too much by failure 

or pain. We will overcome anxiety, confusion, doubts, anger, despair, excessive 

desire, and so forth. We will live healthier lives and be more content.  

Second, when you elevate it from the individual to the society, think of the 

power that a ruler wields. If he exercises the Raj Dharma, acts in righteous 

way, he will create a just, peaceful and prosperous society.  



Third, if we follow the precepts of Gita, we would seek contentment, fulfilment 

and happiness within ourselves, not through material attachment, which leads 

to an unending pursuit of consumerism. But, the pleasure we get out of it is 

transitory, it is like nectar that loses its sweetness, compelling us to constantly 

seek new means of stimulus. Happiness is free. It does not need an ATM card, 

credit card or cash. And, when we realise that the goal we are seeking outside 

ourselves is within us, it will reduce consumerism, reduce our demand on the 

resources of Nature and lighten the carbon footprint on our planet. We will be 

more able to deal with the challenge of climate change in a natural way. 

Four, from Gita, we learn about the permanence of universal truth. If it is 

universal, it must be so for all of mankind. In Indian civilisation, there is also 

the belief that we can reach the truth through different paths. That is the 

intellectual foundation of diversity that is an integral part of our ethos.  Look 

at Nature – the only reality about it is its diversity. See the number of species 

of birds, animals, trees, flowers – all living in balance and harmony. That is 

also the reality of humankind. That is why we say, Vasudeva Kuttambakam.  

That is why we must learn the true lesson of Gita and create a world in which 

we celebrate diversity of human race and live with each other in harmony, love 

and peace. If we do that, the world will be a wonderful place, where diversity 

enriches us, becomes a source of strength, not a reason for discord and 

disputes.  The world today is full of turmoil and the lesson of Gita can help 

deal with our multiple challenges. 

Finally, before I conclude, I would like to say that, as in the case of other 

religious and spiritual texts, we should not reduce it to reading it in a ritualistic 

manner. We should reflect on it, understand its meaning, and relate it to our 

lives. We should not or even for seeking punya. That will be against the teaching 

of Gita, because we would be doing it for the sake of reward. We should read 

and understand Gita for its sake, for our own spiritual upliftment and to be 

better human beings. Rewards or punya will follow. 

You should continue to hold Gita Jayanti, not just for the ritual offerings and 

prayers, but for discussion and debate, so that the new generation can begin 

to reflect on the message and the older generation can go deeper in seeking 

understanding and knowledge.  

So, with these words, I thank you once again for inviting me and I congratulate 

the young children for a wonderful rendering of the shlokas from Gita. Even 

the dhwani was perfect. Let’s given them a big hand once again. 

Thank you. 

 

 


